The Curious ncident of the Dog in the Night-time (M. Haddow)
Questions for discussion (Chapters 2 - 19)

1. What can you notice regarding the style of writing in the novel and how are the chapters
ordered?
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2. Why does Christopher decide to write a novel, how does it begin and what kind of novel is it?
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3. How does he approach the problem of »the murder« and who is the murdered character in the
novel?
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4. Whatdo you find olit about Christopher in the introductory chapters?
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5. What does Christopher do when he encounters a person with a more complicated facial
expression?
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6. How does he explain his love towards dogs?
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7. What does he do when he feels scared/unsafe? =" Peopi&
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8. What do we learn about him and his novel in Chapter 77
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10. How does Christopher feel about making jokes?
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11. How does he react to the policeman arresting him? What is he arrested for?
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12. What does Christopher compare prime numbers to? Quote the comparison and comment
upon it

- OOMP'QM‘M*-D Ude:
" Prime numbers art WRE Aife Ay are v togieal Ik you

cowbde st work oWk Ao rtn W‘r&-uﬂow v‘w.d.‘ all f\/&ouf’(‘.w&_
Acvmk'mf) Aok Hem,



The Curious tneldent of the Pog n the Night-time (M. Haddow)

Questions for the discussion: (Chapters 23 — 43)

1. What did Christopher have to do at the police station?
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2. What did he have in his pockets when he was asked to empty them and who is Toby?
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3. Why did he refuse to take off his watch?
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4. Which details did he notice in the police cell?
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5. How does he describe his family?
Foker Grawdparents, =2 of o Avere deonol

\ ;
ravdwa Burfow 13- Wwowe_ ( cenale
Mothaer = ceovel G Mo e ™

) e | \
’U“d{_\-ﬂfﬂ = Tather's Arvoter e Swnwdaleumd B Mnles 07 (8 womzona ow
6. What was he thinking about when he was in the cell? - .
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7. What is »slander« and why did he mention it?
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9. What is Christopher's opinion of his own name?
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10. How did Christopher explain that he i |s aware of his father's love towards him?
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11. Why doesn't he tell lies? What did his mother say about him not telling lies?
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13. What did Christopher and his father talk about when they were returning from the

police station?
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14. What did Christopher say about his mother's death?
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15. Why did Christopher like the fact that his father didn't look at him when he told him

about »his mother going to hospital«? Why do YOU think his father didn't look at him
while saying those things?
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The Curious tncident of the Dog in the Night-time (M. Haddown)
Questions for discussion (Chapters 47 - 67)

1. What makes a »Good Day«, »a Quite Good Day« and »a Super Good Day« according to

Christopher? LH b
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2. Do you know the medical term for this kind of behaviour? (Having to see more cars in a row,
skipping stairs in the same order every day, starting the stairs always with the right leg etc.)
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3. What makes a »Black Day« for Christopher? What does he do on a black day?
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4. What difference does Christopher state between being logical and observant?
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5. How does Christopher feel about changes?
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6. How does Christopher deal with his schoolmate Terry when he insults him?
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7. What kind of »GET WELL card« did he make for his mother and why did he choose to do it in
the way he did?
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8. How did his mother die?
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9. Why doesn't Christopher obey when somebody tells him e.g. »Be quiet!« and why doesn't he
like the signs? \?
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10. What is a »Red Herring«?
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11. Why didn't Christopher believe reverend Peters about »heaven«?
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12. Does Christopher believe in life after death (after-life)?
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14. When does he think he »gets to know people«? Which information does he need about
people?
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15. Which things did he take care of before going to'his neighbours »to do some detective
worke?
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16. What happened at Mrs Alexander's house?
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The Curious tneldent of the Dog in the Night-time (M. Hadoown)
Questions for discussion (Chapters 71 - 79)

1. What confuses Christopher about the term »people with special needs«?
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2. Why did Mrs Gascoyne disagree with Christopher’s wishes to do A levels?
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K wawks Yo o A \{»d‘a Airst awdl Al e caw e to ‘hmwh’m Fortvak he_

wowlde  howe %oﬂa““ “\‘gm WA ,,ﬂfmw“ Y o i“ga’ *:;‘“”“
teoveto dwothel O & s Jather wo"vlm wort Wit hama. . £ P“}j he oyt up Ehe

dearet - ke Wil fe Al Jwd, Lori 2 et P
Lﬁ4 What kind of »behawoﬁl pfgm s« does Christopher have? Haw?%&1 chgﬂ‘g in any way? can okl

owd g
de prs::;,\on Wi vw

A+ ot Falkiney o people fora \omg’k‘m&_ 3 wot 4aFiwg Two
B wot WX\M/B oY O\Tiv\)@}\v\ﬂ — = =) — m J:'at‘; fowele
- hot Ukﬁ\h& inrﬁ Fonchud_ T
D Waming, Whew ke ey or condwaecl ﬁ’wmm%'i“gﬂ
E oot \)hfmﬁ MWE) " wm& kwodl placen it Wana_
owith ot i
=8 : ket )
F mwi) Hingy s wha WS gy o coufuacal. - o
G : Oyodm
g N - doiwey * Shuprdfin)
W - mﬁm Arrown ha{llw; Jr\m'wﬁs C}'r:’&m\‘@fo . H\"h“@ Mot Pw‘:\t
, oy an
\‘L&w&x@ Yo wre WS “Wﬁﬁa\om;l.\»‘,? an el foududl g i’i‘% M?yhi%i R
cross Whew sh

5. What are the metaphors his father and mother used when he had these bgﬁawoural ki DA wa&"mrt
problems? What do they mean?
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6. Why did Christopher and his father argue in chapter 79 and how did the fight end?
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The Curtous neldent of the Dog tn the Night-time (M. Hadodon)

Questions for the discussion: (Chapters 83 — 103)

1. Why would Christopher like to become an astronaut and why does he think he would be
good at it?
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2. When Christopher thought of finishing the book — why did fhe say it wasn't a propi(ergj‘??'nm
book?
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3. What is your opinion regarding the »nchat« Christopher had with Mrs Alexander? Was it
the same kind of chat you would have with your neighbours? Why {not)?
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4. What kind of instructions did his father give him when he made him promise that he
wouldn't do any more detective work? Did Christopher keep his promise? How did he
reason the fact that he kept it/didn't keep it?
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5. Why did Mrs Alexander's »poo-picking« make Chrlstopher feel wserd'-’I
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6. What did Mrs Alexander reveal to Christopher when they went to the park? Do you find
her decision to tell Christopher the secret reasonable? Why (not)? What would you have

done if you had been in her shoes?
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7. What did Mr Jeavons tell Christopher about Maths and life? How does Christopher
prove his words wrong? What is »The Monty Hall Problem«?
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8. What is »the third degree«? Try to find out where the expression comes from. Who
gave Christopher the third degree and why?
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The Curious ncident of the Dog in the Night-time (M. Haddow)

Questions for discussion (Chapters 107 - 149)

1. What is his favourite book?
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2. Why does he like Sherlock Holmes so much and how are Christopher and him similar?
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3. Why isn't Christopher sad when he finds out about the affair between his mother and Mr

Shears?
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4. How does Christopher's mind work? (»Fast Forward, Search, Pause etc. buttons«)
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5. What did his father do when he found out that Christopher »broke the promise«?
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6. What was the consequence of his hiding the book?
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7. Is Christopher's phobia of yellow and brown food irrational? Why (not)?
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8. What does »| love you« mean for Christopher?
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9. What is a bluff? What is a double bluff?
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What did Christopher do when he found the letters? What was his first reaction after reading
one of them?
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The Curious tneldent of the Dog in the Night-time (M. Haddon)
Questions for discussion (Chapters 151 - 167)

1. How many letters did Christopher's mother send to Christopher? What conclusions can you
draw from that?
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2. What was the content of her letters?
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3. Is there anything else you notice in her letters? |
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4, What was Christopher's reaction after reading the rest of the letters?
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5 What are »feelings« according to Christopher? Do you agree with him?
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6. What was Christopher's biggest concern about his father not telling him the truth regarding
his mother and about killing Wellington?
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8. Why did his father kill Wellington?
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9. What did Christopher do after finding out the whole truth? _
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The Curlous Incident of the Dog Ln the Night-time (M. Haddon)
Questions for discussion (Chapters 173 - 233)

1. Why did Christopher decide to go live away from his father?
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2. Was living with his mother his first choice? If not, what was?
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3. Why was going to live with his mother a scary idea for Christopher? )
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5. Why did the idea of not being able to become an astronaut cross his mind? How did it make
him feel? (W A won'on-the run
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7. How did he calm himself down when the situation at the train station became too difficult for
him to cope with?
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10. What happened to Toby on his way to London and afterwards?
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11. Describe briefly Christopher's favourite dream.
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12. Is Mr Shears happy with the nemvi'ng arrangements? What happens?
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13. Why did Christopher have to go back to Swindon? How did the family proceed with the

arrangements of this trip?
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14, How does the book end? What happens to the main characters?
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15. What were Christopher's plans for the following year?
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THE END ©



