THE SMALLEST SEAHORSE

| found this article in National Geographic News July 31, 2003.

| read it because | wanted to know more about seahorses and how
small is the smallest seahorse. | think that are very beautiful animals. |
have seen it in real, when | was in Florida.

Marine biologists have discovered the world's smallest seahorse hidden
among the coral reefs deep in the Flores Sea, off the coast of.

The seahorse was identified by scientists from McGill University in
Montreal, Quebec, in Canada, and from the Bishop Museum in Honolulu,
Hawaii. People had seen this seahorse before, but they had mistaken it
for the juvenile of another species.

The species, Hippocampus denise, is no longer than 16 millimeters
from its snout to the tip of its tail, though some pregnant males as
small as 13 millimeters in length have been recorded. That's smaller
than some human fingernails—those that aren't bitten, anyway!

In fact, it was so small that seahorse experts had

The new seahorse species, uses its tail to anchor itself to coral sea
fans some 13 to 90 meters beneath the surface of the sea.



