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1 INTRODUZIONE 

Il Programma per l'esame di maturità generale di lingua inglese (di seguito: Programma) contiene 
informazioni riguardanti gli obiettivi, i contenuti, la modalità di svolgimento e valutazione dell'esame. 
Esso mira a  offrire indicazioni orientative utili alla preparazione dei candidati all'esame di maturità 
generale. 

L'esame di maturità generale di lingua inglese può essere sostenuto a due livelli di difficoltà, vale a 
dire a livello di base e a livello superiore. 

Tutti i candidati che si presentano all'esame di maturità generale di lingua inglese dovranno 
dimostrare di aver raggiunto gli obiettivi previsti per il livello di base; i candidati che sosterranno 
l'esame di livello superiore dovranno dimostrare anche il raggiungimento degli obiettivi per esso 
specificamente previsti dal presente programma. 

Il presente programma d'esame si basa sul curricolo di inglese attualmente in vigore1 e su quanto 
stabilito dalla Commissione nazionale di maturità generale per quanto attiene alla struttura degli esami 
e dei programmi d'esame, definiti nel Catalogo per l'esame di maturità generale. 

 

La Commissione nazionale di maturità generale per la lingua inglese 

                                                      
 
1 Učni načrt. Angleščina [Fonte in formato elettronico]: gimnazija: splošna, klasična, strokovna gimnazija: obvezni ali izbirni 
predmet in matura (420 ur)/predmetna komisija Vineta Eržen ... [et al.]. - Ljubljana: Ministrstvo za šolstvo in šport: Zavod RS za 
šolstvo, 2008. Approvato nel corso della seduta n. 110. del Consiglio degli esperti della RS per l'istruzione generale in data 14 
febbraio 2008. 
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2 OBIETTIVI DELL'ESAME 

Obiettivo dell'esame di maturità generale di inglese è che il candidato dimostri il possesso dei livelli 
previsti di competenza comunicativa, con particolare riguardo alle abilità di lettura, ascolto, parlato, 
interazione verbale e comunicazione scritta. Costituiscono componenti della competenza 
comunicativa in inglese i seguenti elementi: 

1. competenza comunicativa: lessico, grammatica (morfologia e sintassi), 
semantica, fonetica, ortoepia e ortografia; 

2. competenza sociolinguistica: indicatori linguistici di rapporti sociali, 
formule di cortesia, espressioni caratteristiche della saggezza popolare 
(proverbi, detti, locuzioni fisse), differenze di registro, dialetti e cadenze; 

3. competenza pragmatica: organizzazione, composizione e struttura del  
messaggio (adattamento alla situazione, modalità di presa di parola, 
sviluppo del tema, coerenza e coesione), uso delle funzioni comunicative 
(p.e. fare una descrizione, dare una comunicazione, porre una domanda, 
formulare una proposta, persuadere, argomentare) e di modelli di 
comunicazione socialmente condivisi (p.e. saluti, richiesta/comunicazione 
di informazioni, domanda-risposta). 

I contenuti delle competenze ora descritte sono definiti dettagliatamente nel capitolo Contenuti e 
obiettivi dell'esame. 

 
► Al livello di base il candidato deve dimostrare di: 

− comprendere il senso generale e le singole informazioni contenute in testi scritti 
autentici in lingua inglese, ricavati da molteplici fonti (giornali, riviste, opuscoli, testi 
letterari) e riguardanti temi differenti; 

− comprendere il senso generale e le singole informazioni contenute in vari tipi di 
testi orali autentici in lingua inglese, come ad esempio notiziari, reportages, 
interviste, racconti, avvisi, dichiarazioni; 

− interagire efficacemente in situazioni comunicative quotidiane; 

− esprimere le proprie sensazioni e opinioni a proposito di testi o immagini fornite 
come spunto di conversazione; 

− riassumere oralmente il senso generale di un testo scritto in inglese; 

− presentare e discutere oralmente un tema trattato in classe; 

− produrre testi scritti (lettere informali e formali, messaggi di posta elettronica) 
rispettandone le convenzioni; 

− produrre una composizione scritta conchiusa, nella quale espone il proprio parere o 
i propri interessi, o nella quale presenta argomentazioni e controargomentazioni 
riguardanti una domanda appartenente a uno degli ambiti tematici previsti dal 
presente programma; 

− completare un testo scritto inserendovi gli elementi linguistici più adeguati rispetto 
alla situazione, al cotesto, all'intenzione comunicativa e al destinatario; 

− scegliere e utilizzare, nella produzione di testi scritti e orali, mezzi e strategie 
linguistiche adeguate al contesto, al cotesto, all'intenzione comunicativa e al 
destinatario. 
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► Al livello superiore il candidato deve anche dimostrare le abilità di: 

− individuare l'intenzione comunicativa o la posizione degli autori di testi scritti inglesi 
appartenenti a diversi ambiti tematici; 

− riconoscere la struttura interna di testi scritti inglesi autentici appartenenti a diversi 
ambiti tematici; 

− descrivere e presentare in inglese i testi letterari previsti dal presente programma; 

− analizzare un testo letterario nella sua totalità, sviluppando autonomamente una 
composizione scritta nella quale vengono presentate riflessioni e opinion personali 
riguardanti le sue singole parti. 
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3 STRUTTURA E VALUTAZIONE DELL'ESAME 

Il candidato può scegliere di sostenere l'esame al livello di base (LB) o al livello superiore (LS). La 
verifica si svolge in forma scritta e orale. 

Per entrambi i livelli, la prova scritta è unica per l’intero territorio della Repubblica di Slovenia ed è 
soggetta a valutazione esterna (valutatori esterni), mentre la prova orale è soggetta a valutazione 
interna (commissione esaminatrice a scuola). 

Il risultato della prova scritta concorre al voto finale nella misura dell’80 %, quello della prova orale 
nella misura del rimanente 20 %.  

La durata della parte scritta dell'esame è di 170 minuti per ambedue i livelli. Al termine della prova 
d'esame 1 è prevista un'interruzione di 10 minuti, mentre dopo la prova d'esame 2 è prevista una 
pausa della durata di 30 minuti. 

La durata massima della parte orale dell'esame è di 20 minuti per ambedue i livelli. Il candidato ha a 
disposizione fino a 15 minuti per la preparazione preliminare all'esame. 

Nella parte scritta dell'esame, con esercizi di diverso tipo, vengono verificate per i livelli di base (LB) 
e superiore (LS) le seguenti conoscenze, abilità e competenze: 

Prova d'esame 1 A – Comprensione della lettura (LB e LS) 
Gli esercizi si differenziano per livello, ma i testi possono essere i medesimi. 

Prova d'esame 1 B – Conoscenza e uso della lingua (LB e LS) 
Gli esercizi si differenziano tra loro a seconda del livello scelto. 

Prova d'esame 2 – Comprensione dell'ascolto (LB e LS) 
Metà degli esercizi si differenziano per livello, i testi sono i medesimi. 

Prova d'esame 3 A – Composizione breve (in una delle tipologie testuali 
oggetto di studio), (LB e LS) 
Gli esercizi si differenziano tra loro a seconda del livello scelto. 

Prova d'esame 3 B – Composizione scritta (LB) o Composizione scritta di 
argomento letterario (LS) 
Gli esercizi si differenziano tra loro a seconda del livello scelto. 

 
La conoscenza dei testi letterari scelti o la comprensione delle opere letterarie nella loro totalità 
saranno oggetto di verifica a entrambi i livelli nella parte orale dell'esame, e solo al livello superiore 
per quanto riguarda la parte scritta dell'esame. 

Nella parte orale (comunicazione orale) la competenza comunicativa sarà verificata presentando al 
candidato un foglio contenente degli spunti di riflessione in inglese e dei materiali a essi correlati 
(fotografie o illustrazioni, diagrammi, tabelle, frammenti o brani autentici, testi letterari). 



 

Inglese 9 

3.1 Schema dell'esame 

LIVELLO DI BASE 

► Esame scritto – parte dell'esame soggetta a valutazione esterna 

Prova d'esame Denominazione Durata Percentuale del 
voto 

Tipo di 
valutazione Mezzi consentiti 

1 A Comprensione della lettura 35 minuti 20 % 
1 B Conoscenza e uso della lingua 25 minuti 15 % 

2 Comprensione dell'ascolto fino a 20 
minuti 

15 % 
esterna penna stilografica o a 

sfera 

3 A Comunicazione scritta 
Composizione breve (appartenente a 
una tipologia testuale strutturata) 
(100–120 parole) 

30 minuti 10 % 

3 B Comunicazione scritta 
Elaborato scritto 
(220–250 parole) 

60 minuti 20 % 
esterna 

penna stilografica o a 
sfera, dizionario 
monolingue e dizionario 
bilingue 

Totale  170 minuti 80 %   
 
Al termine della prova 1 e prima della prova 2 è prevista un'interruzione di 10 minuti. 
Al termine della prova 2 e prima della prova 3 è prevista una pausa di 30 minuti. 

 
► Esame orale – parte dell'esame soggetta a valutazione interna 

Denominazione: Comunicazione orale Estensore degli 
esercizi Durata Percentuale del 

voto 
Tipo di 

valutazione 

Es. 1: Colloquio sulla base di uno spunto grafico o 
verbale 

CNM2 

Es. 2: Colloquio guidato su un tema trattato in classe insegnante 
Es. 3: Interpretazione di un testo o brano letterario e 

colloquio riguardante un determinato tema 
CNM 

fino a 20 minuti 20 % interna 

Totale  fino a 20 
minuti 

20 %  

 

                                                      
 
2 Commissione nazionale di maturità generale per la lingua inglese. 
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LIVELLO SUPERIORE 

► Esame scritto – parte dell'esame soggetta a valutazione esterna 

Prova d'esame Denominazione Durata Percentuale del 
voto 

Tipo di 
valutazione Mezzi consentiti 

1 A Comprensione della lettura 35 minuti 20 % 
1 B Conoscenza e uso della lingua 25 minuti 15 % 

2 Comprensione dell'ascolto fino a 20 
minuti 

15 % 
esterna penna stilografica o a 

sfera 

3 A Comunicazione scritta 
Composizione scritta appartenente a 
una tipologia testuale strutturata 
(150–180 parole) 

30 minuti 10 % 

3 B Comunicazione scritta 
Elaborato scritto di argomento 
letterario (250–300 parole) 

60 minuti 20 % 
esterna 

penna stilografica o a 
sfera, dizionario 
monolingue e dizionario 
bilingue 

Totale  170 minuti 80 %   
 
Al termine della prova 1 e prima della prova 2 è prevista un'interruzione di 10 minuti. 
Al termine della prova 2 e prima della prova 3 è prevista una pausa di 30 minuti. 

 
► Esame orale – parte dell'esame soggetta a valutazione interna 

Denominazione: Comunicazione orale Estensore degli 
esercizi Durata Percentuale del 

voto 
Tipo di 

valutazione 

Es. 1: Colloquio sulla base di uno spunto grafico o testuale CNM 
Es. 2: Colloquio guidato su un tema trattato in classe insegnante 

Es. 3: Interpretazione di un testo o brano letterario e 
colloquio riguardante un determinato tema 

CNM 

fino a 20 
minuti 20 % interna 

Totale  fino a 20 
minuti 

20 %  

 
 

3.2 Tipologie testuali, tipi di esercizi e valutazione 
Le tipologie testuali e i tipi di esercizi proposti nelle prove d’esame verranno di volta in volta scelti dalla 
Commissione nazionale di maturità tra quelli di seguito indicati. 
 

3.2.1 Tipologie testuali 
avvisi e avvertenze 

inserzioni e annunci pubblicitari 

opuscoli, guide, menù, palinsesti radiofonici e televisivi 

previsioni meteorologiche e notiziari 

moduli e questionari 

lettere ufficiali, formali, informali e personali, cartoline, posta elettronica 

testi tratti da giornali, riviste e fonti elettroniche (p.e. articoli di divulgazione scientifica, 
recensioni critiche, interviste) 

testi letterari e non letterari (p.e. testi aneddotici, racconti, brani tratti da relazioni, 
commenti, pubblicazioni, colloqui e conversazioni) 
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3.2.2 Tipi di esercizi 

Di seguito sono indicati tutti i tipi di esercizi utilizzabili per la verifica delle singole abilità linguistiche; 
nelle tabelle alle pagine successive, invece, saranno presentati solamente quelli illustrati con esempi 
nei paragrafi 5 e 6. 

 
Prove d'esame 1 A (Comprensione della lettura) e 2 (Comprensione dell'ascolto) 

Esercizi di tipo chiuso: 

− a scelta binaria (individuazione della risposta tra due alternative); 

− a scelta multipla (individuazione della risposta tra più alternative); 

− di abbinamento (p.e. di titoli e testi, asserzioni e paragrafi, parti di frasi, 
domande e risposte e simili); 

− di completamento (p.e. inserimento di frasi all'inizio o alla fine di un 
periodo, inserimento di parole in un testo e simili); 

− di riordinamento e classificazione (p.e. individuazione dell'ordinamento 
corretto di frasi o paragrafi, riordinamento di specchietti o tabelle e simili); 

− domande a risposta breve (nel limite massimo di una frase); 

− combinazione dei tipi precedenti (p.e. domande a risposta breve + 
scelta  binaria o scelta binaria + scelta multipla + risposte brevi e simili). 

 
Prova d'esame 1 B (Conoscenza e uso della lingua) 

In tutti gli esercizi, la conoscenza delle strutture linguistiche sarà verificata con riferimento al cotesto. 

Esercizi di tipo chiuso: 

− a scelta multipla (individuazione della risposta tra più alternative); 

− di completamento: 
− inserimento di parole in un testo: 

− sulla base di un elenco di parole e locuzioni, 

− senza elenco di parole e locuzioni,  

− con effettuazione di modifiche (verbi, sinomimi/antonimi, preposizioni, 
pronomi, formazione di parole ecc.); 

− trasformazioni (da discorso diretto a indiretto e viceversa, parafrasi, traduzioni 
parziali e simili). 

 
Prova d'esame 3 (Comunicazione scritta) 

Esercizi di tipo aperto (produzione testuale): 

− composizione scritta (appartenente a una tipologia testuale 
strutturata), p.e. lettera, messaggio di posta elettronica, relazione, 
curriculum vitae, articolo, racconto, testo argomentativo o di altro tipo su un 
determinato tema e sulla base di uno spunto; 

− elaborato lungo (testo argomentativo, narrativo, descrittivo o di altro 
genere); 

− elaborato scritto in forma di saggio (interpretazione di un'opera letteraria 
nella sua globalità). 
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Esame orale (comunicazione orale) 

Esercizi di tipo aperto (produzione testuale): 

1. conversazione sulla base di uno spunto di natura scritta o grafica; 

2. conversazione guidata su un tema trattato in classe; 

3. interpretazione di un'opera o di un testo letterario e conversazione su di 
esso. 

 
LIVELLO DI BASE 

► Esame scritto 

Prova d'esame 
(PE) Tipo di esercizi Numero di esercizi Punteggio 

1 A Esercizi di tipo chiuso: 
− a risposta breve 
− a scelta binaria 
− a scelta multipla 
− di abbinamento 
− di completamento 

da 2 a 3 
(da 16 a 20 quesiti) 

per ogni quesito punti 1 
da 16 a 20 punti 

1 B Esercizi di tipo chiuso: 
− a scelta multipla 
− di completamento 

da 2 a 3 
(da 24 a 30 quesiti) 

per ogni quesito punti 1 
da 24 a 30 punti 

Totale PE 1  da 4 a 6 da 40 a 50 punti 

2 Esercizi di tipo chiuso: 
− a risposta breve 
− a scelta binaria 
− di completamento 
− a scelta multipla 

2 
(da 14 a 18 quesiti) 

per ogni quesito punti 1 
da 14 a 18 punti 

Totale PE 2  2 da 14 a 18 punti 

3 A Composizione scritta appartenente a una 
tipologia testuale strutturata (p.e. lettera, posta 
elettronica, relazione ecc. basate su uno spunto) 

1 20 punti 

3 B Elaborato scritto (testo argomentativo, narrativo, 
descrittivo o appartenente a altra tipologia) 1 20 punti 

Totale PE 3  2 40 punti 
 
Nelle prove 1 e 2 il tipo, il numero, la disposizione degli esercizi e la quantità di quesiti per esercizio 
possono andare soggetti a variazioni. 

 
► Esame orale 

Tipo di esercizi Punteggio 

Conversazione sulla base di uno spunto di natura scritta o grafica  
Conversazione guidata su un tema trattato in classe  
Interpretazione di un'opera o di un testo letterario e conversazione su un dato tema  

Totale 20 punti 
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LIVELLO SUPERIORE 

► Esame scritto 

Prova d'esame 
(PE) Tipo di esercizi Numero di esercizi Punteggio 

1 A Esercizi di tipo chiuso: 
− a risposta breve 
− a scelta binaria 
− a scelta multipla 
− di abbinamento 
− di completamento 

da 2 a 3 
(da 16 a 20 quesiti) 

per ogni quesito punti 1 
da 16 a 20 punti 

1 B Esercizi di tipo chiuso: 
− a scelta multipla 
− di completamento 

da 2 a 3 
(da 24 a 30 quesiti) 

per ogni quesito punti 1 
da 24 a 30 punti 

Totale PE 1  da 4 a 6 da 40 a 50 punti 

2 Esercizi di tipo chiuso: 
− a risposta breve 
− a scelta binaria 
− di completamento 
− a scelta multipla 

2 
(da 14 a 18 quesiti) 

per ogni quesito punti 1 
da 14 a 18 punti 

Totale PE 2  2 da 14 a 18 punti 

3 A Composizione scritta appartenente a una 
tipologia testuale strutturata (p.e. lettera, posta 
elettronica, relazione ecc. basate su uno spunto) 

1 20 punti 

3 B Elaborato scritto di argomento letterario  
(Saggio riguardante l'interpretazione di un testo 
letterario nella sua globalità.) 

1 25 punti 

Totale PE 3  2 45 punti 
 
Nelle prove 1 e 2 il tipo, il numero, la disposizione degli esercizi e la quantità di quesiti per esercizio 
possono andare soggetti a variazioni. 

 

 
► Esame orale 

Tipo di esercizi Punteggio 

Conversazione sulla base di uno spunto di natura scritta o grafica  

Conversazione guidata su un tema trattato in classe  
Interpretazione di un'opera o di un testo letterario e conversazione su un dato tema  

Totale 20 punti 
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3.3 Criteri di valutazione dell'esame e delle sue 
singole parti 

3.3.1 Livelli tassonomici 

La valutazione delle tre prove d'esame e dell'esame orale tiene conto dei tre seguenti livelli 
tassonomici: 

obiettivi di I livello: conoscenza e comprensione, 

obiettivi di II livello: applicazione, 

obiettivi di III livello: analisi, sintesi e valutazione (soluzione autonoma di 
problemi). 

Nelle prove d'esame 1A e 2, che verificano la comprensione della lettura e dell'ascolto, prevalgono 
esercizi riconducibili a obiettivi tassonomici di primo livello. 

Nella prova d'esame 1 B, che verifica la conoscenza e l'uso della lingua, prevalgono esercizi 
riconducibili a obiettivi tassonomici di secondo livello. 

In ambedue le parti della prova d'esame 3, che verifica le abilità di comunicazione scritta, prevalgono 
esercizi riconducibili a obiettivi tassonomici di terzo livello. 

Nell'esame orale, che verifica le abilità di comunicazione orale, sono presenti esercizi riconducibili a 
tutti e tre i livelli tassonomici. 

 
3.3.2 Criteri di valutazione delle singole parti dell'esame 

ESAME SCRITTO 

► Prove d'esame 1 e 2 
Ciasuna risposta esatta comporta l'attribuzione di un punteggio prestabilito. 

 
► Prova d'esame 3 
Composizione scritta appartenente a una tipologia testuale strutturata (LB e LS) 

L'esercizio concorre al voto finale nella misura del 10 % ed è valutato secondo i seguenti parametri: 

1. contenuto, 

2. efficacia comunicativa, 

3. lessico e registro (= adeguato livello formalità + adeguata scelta lessico), 

4. correttezza linguistica. 

Contenuto 
Punti Descrittori 
 5 Il contenuto è adeguato in ogni sua parte, gli spunti sono sviluppati e 

corroborati in modo approfondito. 

 4 Il contenuto è adeguato, gli spunti sono sviluppati e corroborati in modo 
abbastanza completo. 

 3 Il contenuto è parzialmente adeguato, gli spunti sono sviluppati in modo 
carente O uno spunto non è sviluppato O una parte del testo è ripresa dalle 
istruzioni; il testo ha meno di 80 (LB) o 120 parole (LS). 

 2 Gran parte del contenuto non è adedguata alla consegna, in generale gli 
spunti non sono sviluppati O il testo è quasi del tutto ripreso dalle istruzioni. 
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 1 Il contenuto è a malapena adeguato alla consegna, gli spunti non sono 
sviluppati. 
Se il contenuto viene valutato con 1 punto, nelle altre categorie non 
possono essere assegnati più di 3 punti. 

 0 Il contenuto è del tutto inadeguato alla consegna, non segue le istruzioni 
fornite; il testo ha meno di 40 (LB) o 60 parole (LS).  

Se il contenuto è valutato con 0 punti e il testo è lungo almeno 40 (LB) o 60 parole 
(LS), nelle altre categorie non può essere assegnato più di 1 punto. 

Intenzione comunicativa 
Punti Descrittori 
 5 L'intenzione comunicativa è realizzata in modo completo e del tutto efficace 

nei confronti del destinatario. Il testo corrisponde pienamente alla tipologia 
richiesta. 

 4 L'intenzione comunicativa è realizzata in modo adeguato e efficace nei 
confronti del destinatario. Il testo corrisponde alla tipologia richiesta. 

 3 L'intenzione comunicativa è realizzata in modo soddisfacente e perlopiù 
efficace nei confronti del destinatario. Nel suo insieme, il testo corrisponde 
alla tipologia richiesta. Il testo ha meno di 80 (LB) o 120 parole (LS). 

 2 L'intenzione comunicativa è realizzata in modo solo parzialmente efficace 
nei confronti del destinatario. Il testo corrisponde solo in parte alla tipologia 
richiesta. 

 1 L'intenzione comunicativa è realizzata in modo perlopiù inefficace nei 
confronti del destinatario. Nel suo insieme, il testo non corrisponde alla 
tipologia richiesta. 

 0 L'intenzione comunicativa è realizzata in modo inadeguato e inefficace nei 
confronti del destinatario. Il testo non corrisponde alla tipologia richiesta. Il 
testo ha meno di 40 (LB) o 60 parole (LS). 

Lessico e registro 
Punti Descrittori 
 5 Il lessico è corretto, vario, spesso ricco, il registro è sempre formale, il tono 

cortese e adeguato. 

 4 Il lessico è in generale adeguato, vario, occasionalmente ricco, il registro è 
sufficientemente formale, il tono cortese. 

 3 Il lessico è in generale adeguato, ma non sempre soddisfacente dal punto 
di vista espressivo e con ripetizioni O il lessico è semplicemente ripreso 
dagli spunti forniti; il registro è in prevalenza soddisfacente, ma il tono non 
sempre adeguatamente cortese; il testo ha meno di 80 (LB) o 120 parole 
(LS). 

 2 Il lessico è spesso scorretto, mediamente espressivo O spesso povero (la 
comprensione del testo è talvolta ostacolata), il registro è in prevalenza 
soddisfacente, ma il tono chiaramente scortese. 

 1 Il lessico è in generale scorretto, povero (la comprensione del testo è 
ostacolata), il tono è inadeguato quando non addirittura offensivo. 

 0 Il testo ha meno di 40 (LB) o 60 parole (LS). 

Correttezza linguistica 
Punti Descrittori 
 5 Uso frequente di strutture linguistiche complesse, quasi senza errori. 

 4 Uso occasionale di strutture linguistiche complesse, pochi errori. 

 3 Uso occasionale di strutture linguistiche complesse con alcuni errori O uso 
prevalente di strutture linguistiche elementari, quasi senza errori; il testo ha 
meno di 80 (LB) o 120 (LS) parole. 

 2 Uso prevalente di strutture linguistiche elementari, con errori abbastanza 
frequenti (la comprensione del testo è ostacolata). 
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 1 Uso prevalente di strutture linguistiche elementari, la maggior parte delle 
frasi è linguisticamente scorretta (la comprensione del testo è ostacoiata). 

 0 Il testo ha meno di 40 (LB) o 60 (LS) parole. 

Elaborato scritto (LB) 

L'esercizio concorre al voto finale nella misura del 20 % ed è valutato secondo i seguenti parametri: 

1. contenuto, 

2. lessico, 

3. correttezza linguistica, 

4. struttura/coerenza. 

Contenuto 
Punti Descrittori 
 5 Il contenuto è adeguato in ogni sua parte, congruente con il titolo, 

supportato con argomenti convincenti, il tema è molto ben approfondito e 
affrontato in modo problematizzato. 

 4 Il contenuto è in generale adeguato, congruente con il titolo, supportato con 
argomenti appropriati, il tema è ben approfondito e affrontato in modo 
problematizzato. 

 3 Il contenuto è in generale adeguato, parzialmente congruente con il titolo 
(metà del contenuto è appropriata O si ripete), supportato con argomenti 
banali/non originali; il tema è affrontato superficialmente e in modo 
parzialmente problematizzato e parzialmente espositivo; il testo ha meno di 
150 parole. 
Se l'elaborato ha meno di 150 parole, nelle altre categorie non possono 
essere assegnati più di 3 punti. 

 2 Il contenuto è in generale inadeguato, solo occasionalmente congruente 
con il titolo, supportato con argomenti lacunosi; il tema è affrontato 
superficialmente, in modo poco problematizzato e perlopiù narrativo. 

 1 Il contenuto è a malapena adeguato, non è congruente con il titolo; il tema 
è affrontato in modo molto superficiale e non problematizzato. 
Se il contenuto è valutato con 1 punto, nelle altre categorie non possono 
essere assegnati più di 3 punti. 

 0 Il contenuto è del tutto inadeguato O il testo ha meno di 100 parole. 
Se il contenuto è valutato con 0 punti e il testo è lungo almeno 100 parole, 
non possono essere assegnati più di 2 punti nelle categorie lessico, 
correttezza linguistica e struttura/coerenza. 

Lessico 
Punti Descrittori 
 5 Il lessico è appropriato, vario, spesso anche particolarmente ricco, con un 

marcato impiego di espressioni idiomatiche, e un registro ovunque formale 
(1–2 improprietà). 

 4 Il lessico è in generale appropriato, vario, in qualche occasione 
particolarmente ricco, con impiego di espressioni idiomatiche, e un registro 
generalmente formale (alcune improprietà). 

 3 Il lessico è generalmente appropriato ma solo mediamente ricco, 
compaiono ripetizioni, in generale non vi sono espressioni idiomatiche, il 
registro è complessivamente adeguato ma con parecchie improprietà. 

 2 Il lessico è spesso scorretto E/O mediocre dal punto di vista espressivo, 
presenta frequenti ripetizioni e in certi punti è povero (la comprensione del 
testo è ostacolata), il registro è complessivamente adeguato ma con 
frequenti improprietà. 

 1 Il lessico è in generale scorretto, ripetitivo, molto povero (la comprensione 
del testo è perlopiù ostacolata). 

 0 L'elaborato ha meno di 100 parole. 
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Correttezza linguistica 
Punti Descrittori 
 5 Uso frequente di strutture linguistiche complesse, assenza pressoché totale 

di errori. 

 4 Uso occasionale di strutture linguistiche complesse, pochi errori. 

 3 Uso occasionale di strutture linguistiche complesse con alcuni errori O uso 
prevalente di strutture linguistiche elementari, quasi senza errori. 

 2 Uso prevalente di strutture linguistiche elementari con errori abbastanza 
frequenti (in qualche punto la comprensione del testo è ostacolata). 

 1 Uso prevalente di strutture linguistiche elementari, la maggior parte delle 
proposizioni presenta errori (la comprensione del testo è perlopiù 
ostacolata). 

 0 L'elaborato ha meno di 100 parole. 

Struttura/Coerenza 
Punti Descrittori 
 5 Il testo è ben articolato in ogni sua parte (introduzione, sviluppo, 

conclusione) e chiaramente suddiviso in paragrafi; buona coerenza a livello 
di frase, paragrafo e testo, uso prevalente di enunciati complessi, 
l'esposizione è ovunque logica e conseguente. 

 4 Il testo è articolato nelle sue parti (introduzione, sviluppo, conclusione) e 
chiaramente suddiviso in paragrafi; uso di enunciati complessi, esposizione 
non sempre coerente (a livello di frase, paragrafo e/o testo). 

 3 Il testo non è articolato in ogni sua parte; evidenti incoerenze a livello di 
frase, paragrafo e testo. 
Se l'elaborato è composto di un solo paragrafo, non possono essere 
assegnati più di 3 punti. 

 2 Il testo non è adeguatamente articolato, l'esposizione non è chiara nè 
logicamente coerente a livello di frase, paragrafo e testo. 

 1 Il testo non è articolato, l’esposizione è priva di svolgimento logico. 

 0 L'elaborato ha meno di 100 parole. 

 
Elaborato scritto di argomento letterario (LS) 

L’esercizio concorre al voto finale nella misura del 20 % ed è valutato secondo i seguenti parametri: 

1. contenuto, 

2. lessico, 

3. correttezza linguistica, 

4. struttura/coerenza. 

Contenuto  
Punti Descrittori 
 9–10 Il contenuto è adeguato in ogni sua parte, congruente con il titolo, 

supportato con argomenti convincenti, e denota un'approfondita 
conoscenza dell'opera letteraria. 

 7–8 Il contenuto è in generale adeguato, congruente con il titolo, supportato con 
argomenti appropriati, e denota una buona conoscenza dell'opera 
letteraria. 

 5–6 Il contenuto è in generale adeguato, parzialmente congruente con il titolo 
(circa metà del contenuto è appropriata O si ripete), supportato con 
argomenti banali E/O con dati parzialmente inesatti, e denota una 
conoscenza superficiale dell'opera letteraria; l'elaborato ha meno di 170 
parole. 
Se l'elaborato ha meno di 170 parole, nelle altre categorie non possono 
essere assegnati più di 3 punti. 
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 3–4 Il contenuto è in generale inadeguato, solo occasionalmente congruente 
con il titolo, supportato con dati lacunosi E/O con dati in buona parte 
inesatti, e denota una conoscenza lacunosa dell'opera letteraria. 

 1–2 Il contenuto è a malapena adeguato, non è congruente con il titolo, non è 
supportato da esempi, e denota una scarsa conoscenza dell'opera 
letteraria. 
Se il contenuto è valutato con 1 punto, nelle altre categorie non possono 
essere assegnati più di 3 punti. 

 0 Il contenuto è del tutto inadeguato e denota la non conoscenza dell'opera 
letteraria O il testo ha meno di 100 parole. 
Se il contenuto è valutato con 0 punti e il testo è lungo almeno 100 parole, 
non possono essere assegnati più di 2 punti nelle categorie lessico, 
correttezza linguistica e struttura/coerenza. 

   

Lessico 
Punti Descrittori 
 5 Il lessico è appropriato, vario, spesso anche particolarmente ricco, con un 

marcato impiego di espressioni idiomatiche, e un registro ovunque formale 
(1–2 improprietà). 

 4 Il lessico è in generale appropriato, vario, in qualche occasione 
particolarmente ricco, con impiego di espressioni idiomatiche, e un registro 
generalmente formale (alcune improprietà). 

 3 Il lessico è generalmente appropriato ma solo mediamente ricco, 
compaiono ripetizioni, in generale non vi sono espressioni idiomatiche, il 
registro è complessivamente adeguato ma con parecchie improprietà. 

 2 Il lessico è spesso scorretto E/O mediocre dal punto di vista espressivo, 
presenta frequenti ripetizioni e in certi punti è povero (la comprensione del 
testo è ostacolata), il registro è complessivamente adeguato ma con 
frequenti improprietà. 

 1 Il lessico è in generale scorretto, ripetitivo, molto povero (la comprensione 
del testo è perlopiù ostacolata). 

 0 L'elaborato ha meno di 100 parole. 

Correttezza linguistica 
Punti Descrittori 
 5 Uso frequente di strutture linguistiche complesse, assenza pressoché totale 

di errori. 

 4 Uso occasionale di strutture linguistiche complesse, pochi errori. 

 3 Uso occasionale di strutture linguistiche complesse con alcuni errori O uso 
prevalente di strutture linguistiche elementari, quasi senza errori. 

 2 Uso prevalente di strutture linguistiche elementari con errori abbastanza 
frequenti (in alcuni punti la comprensione del testo è ostacolata). 

 1 Uso prevalente di strutture linguistiche elementari, la maggior parte delle 
proposizioni presenta errori (la comprensione del testo è perlopiù 
ostacolata). 

 0 L'elaborato ha meno di 100 parole. 

Struttura / Coerenza 
Punti Descrittori 
 5 Il testo è ben articolato in ogni sua parte (introduzione, sviluppo, 

conclusione) e chiaramente suddiviso in paragrafi; buona coerenza a livello 
di frase, paragrafo e testo, uso prevalente di enunciati complessi, 
l'esposizione è ovunque logica e conseguente. 

 4 Il testo è articolato nelle sue parti (introduzione, sviluppo, conclusione) e 
chiaramente suddiviso in paragrafi; uso di enunciati complessi, esposizione 
non sempre coerente (a livello di frase, paragrafo e/o testo). 
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 3 Il testo non è articolato in ogni sua parte; evidenti incoerenze a livello di 
frase, paragrafo e testo. 
Se l'elaborato è composto di un solo paragrafo, non possono essere 
assegnati più di 3 punti. 

 2 Il testo non è adeguatamente articolato, l'esposizione non è chiara né 
logicamente coerente a livello di frase, paragrafo e testo. 

 1 Il testo non è articolato, l’esposizione è priva di svolgimento logico. 

 0 L'elaborato ha meno di 100 parole. 
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ESAME ORALE 

L'esame orale concorre al voto finale nella misura del 20 % ed è valutato secondo i seguenti 
parametri: 

1. lessico, 

2. fluidità, 

3. pronuncia (singoli fonemi, accentazione, intonazione), 

4. correttezza linguistica, 

5. collaborazione al colloquio. 

Lessico  
Punti Descrittori 
 4 Il lessico è appropriato / spesso particolarmente ricco.  

 3 Il lessico è appropriato.  

 2 Il lessico è generalmente appropriato / casi isolati di uso inadeguato.  

 1 Il lessico è povero e limitato, ma ciò non ostacola la comunicazione. 

 0 Il lessico è estremamente povero e ciò ostacola la comunicazione.  

Fluidità  
Punti Descrittori 
 4 Il discorso non presenta interruzioni ma solo normali pause o esitazioni.  

 3 Il discorso presenta qualche interruzione oltre a normali pause o esitazioni.  

 2 Il discorso presenta alcune interruzioni.  

 1 Il discorso presenta frequenti interruzioni.  

 0 Le interruzioni sono talmente frequenti da impedire la comunicazione.  

Pronuncia  
Punti Descrittori 
 4 La pronuncia, l’accentazione e l’intonazione della frase sono ottime.  

 3 La pronuncia, l’accentazione e l’intonazione della frase sono buone.  

 2  La pronuncia è discreta, non si rilevano errori gravi.  

 1 La pronuncia è cattiva e talvolta ostacola la comunicazione.  

 0 La pronuncia è pessima e impedisce la comunicazione.  

Correttezza linguistica 
Punti Descrittori 
 4 Pressoché totale assenza di errori linguistici.  

 3 Qualche errore linguistico di tipo lieve.  

 2 Alcuni errori linguistici di tipo medio.  

 1 Numerosi errori linguistici, che non impediscono la comunicazione.  

 0 Errori talmente frequenti che impediscono la comunicazione.  

Collaborazione al colloquio 
(Esaminatore e candidato devono dialogare, non ci si aspetta né si desidera un monologo del 
candidato)  

Punti Descrittori 
 4 Inizia in modo autonomo e in generale conduce il dialogo.  

 3 Conduce il dialogo in modo abbastanza autonomo.  

 2 Tende a intervenire solo dopo essere stato incoraggiato dall’esaminatore.  
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 1 Si basa troppo sugli interventi dell’esaminatore.  

 0 Non è capace di dialogare o risponde a memoria in modo non pertinente.  

Se il candidato non risponde a una qualsiasi delle tre domande, gli si toglie 1 punto nelle categorie lessico e 
collaborazione al colloquio. 

Se risulta palese che il candidato non conosce le opere letterarie oggetto del colloquio, gli vanno tolti fino a un 
massimo di 2 punti nelle categorie lessico e collaborazione al colloquio. 

Se il candidato non risponde, non può essere valutato e nell’esame orale riceve 0 punti.  

 
3.3.3 Voto finale 

Il voto finale dell'esame è costituito dalla somma dei punti percentuali riportati in ambedue le parti 
dell'esame (scritta e orale). Su proposta della Commissione Nazionale di maturità per la lingua 
inglese, la Commissione Nazionale di maturità generale determina sia i criteri di conversione dei 
punteggi percentuali in voti (da 1 a 5), sia quelli per l'assegnazione dei punteggi e voti aggiuntivi a 
livello superiore (da 1 a 8). I criteri così definiti valgono sia per la sessione primaverile sia per quella 
autunnale. 
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4 CONTENUTI E OBIETTIVI DELL'ESAME 

A entrambi i livelli di difficoltà, le conoscenze di carattere generale sono oggetto di verifica nelle parti 
esterna e interna dell'esame (esame scritto, esame orale), mentre quelle di carattere specifico solo 
nella parte interna dell'esame (esame orale). 

 

4.1 Funzioni comunicative 
Il candidato conosce e sa utilizzare appropriatamente le seguenti funzioni comunicative: 

1. di tipo conoscitivo-presentativo, 

2. di tipo presentativo-espressivo, 

3. di tipo espressivo-affettivo, 

4. di tipo persuasivo, 

5. modelli per stabilire e proseguire l'interazione. 

 
1. Funzioni comunicative di tipo conoscitivo-presentativo: denominare, descrivere un oggetto o 

un’azione in riferimento a coordinate spazio-temporali, definire, trasmettere messaggi, ricercare o 
chiedere informazioni, comunicare dati riguardanti sé o altre persone, fornire informazioni. 

2. Funzioni comunicative di tipo presentativo-espressivo: presentare proposte o iniziative e 
chiedere agli altri di esprimersi in merito a esse, esprimere il proprio accordo o disaccordo, rifiutare 
o negare, formulare e accettare un invito o un’offerta, promettere; dichiarare che qualcosa è 
possibile/impossibile; chiedere se qualcosa è possibile/impossibile; esprimere le proprie 
convinzioni e informarsi su quelle altrui; esprimere la propria disponibilità a compiere un’azione e 
chiedere all’interlocutore se può fare qualcosa. 

3. Funzioni comunicative di tipo espressivo-affettivo: esprimere le proprie sensazioni e i propri 
stati d’animo, e riconoscere quelli dell’interlocutore; esprimere gioia, disagio o malessere, 
opposizione o avversione, gratitudine, felicità/infelicità; chiedere informazioni sulle sensazioni e gli 
stati d’animo dell’interlocutore; esprimere delusione, timore o apprensione, preoccupazione; 
spiegare le proprie intenzioni e informarsi su quelle dell’interlocutore; esprimere desideri e 
informarsi su quelli dell’interlocutore; dichiarare le proprie credenze e i propri convincimenti morali 
e riconoscere quelli dell’interlocutore; chiedere scusa, accettare delle scuse; concedere qualcosa, 
esprimere dispiacere o rammarico, esprimere partecipazione e dolore, esprimere vulnerabilità o 
impassibilità. 

 
4. Funzioni comunicative di tipo persuasivo: influire sulla volontà e sui desideri dell’interlocutore 

(proporre qualcosa, richiedere di fare qualcosa, formulare un’osservazione); influire sul 
comportamento (dare istruzioni, indirizzare comportamenti e prendere provvedimenti relativi a 
comportamenti). 

 
5. Modelli per stabilire e proseguire l’interazione: iniziare e proseguire l’interazione con 

l’interlocutore: salutare, incontrare, fare conoscenza; presentarsi e presentare gli altri, congedarsi; 
rivolgersi a qualcuno e iniziare la comunicazione; fare un brindisi, formulare un augurio. 

 

4.2 Ambiti tematici 
Nel presente paragrafo sono indicati gli ambiti tematici in riferimento ai quali sarà effettuata la 
valutazione globale della competenza comunicativa dei candidati nella lingua inglese. Essi attengono 
ai seguenti aspetti della vita personale, della formazione, del lavoro e della vita pubblica:  

− l'organizzazione e la pianificazione del tempo libero, 

− i giovani e il mondo di oggi,  
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− come adottare uno stile di vita sano, 

− il luogo in cui si vive, la famiglia, gli amici, 

− la società e il mondo in cui viviamo (la Slovenia, l'Europa, il mondo), 

− la natura e il suo incessante cambiamento, 

− ieri, oggi, domani, 

− la comunicazione e i media, 

− la scuola, lo studio, il lavoro, l'istruzione e i progetti individuali per il futuro, 

− la cultura, l'arte e l'interculturalità, 

− la scienza, l'economia e la tecnologia, 

− la globalizzazione, la mobilità e le migrazioni, 

− l'eredità del passato e le conquiste del presente. 

Gli esercizi previsti nell'esame scritto potranno riferirsi a uno o più ambiti tematici tra quelli elencati: 
per esempio, il testo proposto per la comprensione della lettura potrà riguardare la problematica del 
tempo libero, mentre quello proposto per la comprensione dell'ascolto potrà esaminare le tematiche 
dell'istruzione e della scienza. 

Nell'esame orale avrete l'opportunità di dimostrare le proprie abilità comunicative in lingua inglese 
dialogando con l'esaminatore nel modo più spontaneo possibile su uno dei temi elencati. Per questa 
ragione vi sconsigliamo di imparare a memoria brani più o meno lunghi del vostro libro di testo; 
obiettivo dell'esame, infatti, è di valutare non la vostra conoscenza dei contenuti del libro di testo, ma 
la vostra padronanza dell'inglese e la vostra capacità di utilizzarlo efficacemente. 

 

4.3 Strutture linguistiche 
Le conoscenze e abilità linguistiche oggetto di verifica in sede di esame di maturità generale 
comprendono gli aspetti lessicale, morfosintattico, fonetico, ortografico e ortoepico del sistema 
linguistico inglese nella varietà delle sue dimensioni. Esse saranno applicate dal candidato, tanto in 
forma scritta quanto in forma orale, nello sviluppo degli ambiti tematici indicati dal presente 
documento. 

 

4.4 Testi letterari oggetto delle prove 
La Commissione nazionale di maturità generale di inglese indica una rosa di testi di letteratura da 
esaminare nel corso dell'ultimo anno di studio; essi saranno oggetto di verifica orale e scritta a livello 
superiore, solo orale a livello di base. 

Tale rosa di testi è pubblicata sul sito del Centro Nazionale per gli Esami (Državni izpitni center – 
www.ric.si) all'inizio del biennio curricolare precedente all'esame di maturità, secondo quanto previsto 
dal Calendario d'esame di maturità generale. 

 
Esame scritto 

La verifica scritta della conoscenza dei testi letterari costituisce la parte B della Prova d'esame 3 di 
livello superiore. Al candidato è richiesto di stendere un elaborato scritto di argomento letterario, nel 
quale siano espressi giudizi personali sul contenuto dell'opera trattata. 

 
Esame orale 

Nell'esame orale, la verifica della conoscenza di uno qualsiasi dei testi letterari proposti sarà effettuata 
nella terza domanda; la conoscenza dei testi poetici sarà verificata solamente al livello superiore. 
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5 ESEMPI DI ESERCIZI: ESAME SCRITTO 

5.1 Comprensione della lettura 
Di seguito sono presentati alcuni esempi degli esercizi utilizzati per verificare la comprensione della 
lettura. Il livello di base (LB) e il livello superiore (LS) dell'esame si differenziano tra loro per il tipo di 
testo o quesito proposti ai candidati. Il livello di difficoltà degli esercizi sarà indicato in calce a ciascun 
esempio. In mancanza di indicazioni, l'esercizio è da considerarsi comune a entrambi i livelli. Il 
numero e la tipologia degli esercizi e dei quesiti possono variare nel corso del tempo. 
 
Istruzioni per la valutazione 
A ciascuna risposta esatta è assegnato un punto. 
 
 
5.1.1 Esercizi a risposta breve 

► Short answers 

Answer in note form in the spaces below. Use 1–5 words for each answer. 
There is an example at the beginning (0). 
 
Example: 

0. Who seems to be the attraction in Sal Lou's house? 
The "jungle woman" 

 

Has she really spent 19 years living rough in the jungle? 
 
1. Why does Sal Lou keep the jungle woman in his house? 

  

2. What made the policeman believe he was related to the jungle woman? 

  

3. What did the woman tell the villagers about her life? 

  

4. Why have some Vietnamese escaped to Cambodia? 

  

5. What doubts did her short hair arouse among the villagers? 

  

6. Which disease could the woman have suffered from in the jungle? 

  

7. How does she communicate? 

  

8. Why did the woman come near the village? 
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9. What could provide reliable evidence of the family tie? 

  

10. Who injured Sal's daughter before she disappeared? 

  

 
Has she really spent 19 years living rough in the jungle? 

Adapted from an article in The Independent, 21 January 2007, by Ker Munthit and David Randall 
 

Sal Lou insists she's his long-lost daughter, but 
other villagers ask how she beat hunger, cold, malaria 
– and kept her hair so neat.  

Small groups of people come and go all day, 
peering into the dirty, ramshackle house where 
Cambodia's "jungle woman" lives with the family that 
is claiming her as their long-lost daughter.  

About 30 people gathered in this remote district in 
the north-eastern province of Rattanakiri early on 
Saturday morning outside the home of Sal Lou, 
poking their heads through the front door and peering 
through windows for a glimpse of the dark-skinned, 
skinny woman the family claims is Rochom P'ngieng, 
who would now be 27 years old. Their daughter went 
missing from the area at the age of eight while herding 
buffalo in 1988. 

Sal Lou, a village policeman, and his family insist 
the woman, who was first spotted 10 days ago and 
captured three days later allegedly naked, grunting and 
walking like a wild animal, is their daughter, 
identifiable by a scar on her arm. 

But to many in this dirt-poor area of Cambodia, 
there is more mystery than miracle to the case. No 
clues have emerged from the woman herself, who can 
speak but shows no signs of being able to talk in any 
intelligible language. While few villagers will hazard 
a guess about the woman's true story, many are 
sceptical over whether she could survive on her own 
in the jungle. 

Nomadic people do live in small, isolated groups 
in this part of Cambodia, avoiding contact with 
civilisation. The woman could be one of them or have 
been taken care of by them. The possibility also exists 
that she could be a lost, traumatised refugee, since 
many members of hill tribe minorities facing religious 
persecution in Vietnam's nearby Central Highlands 
have fled through this area. 

First reports, from Oyadao police chief Mao San, 
described her as "half-human and half-animal" with 
the "wild, red eyes of a tiger". But photographs of her 
show a well-fed young woman whose hands bear few 
marks of having hewn sustenance from the jungle for 
the past two decades. And the rumours of her being 
seen, pre-capture, in the company of a naked "jungle 
man" (who was said to have run off when approached) 
have only surfaced in the past few days. 

One talking point among villagers has been the 
length of her hair, apparently already trimmed when 
she was caught. "It should have been very long by 
now. I am very puzzled by her short hair," said Meng 

Chuon, 50, an onlooker from the area. There were 
many questions about how she could have survived in 
the wild at all, especially for such a long time, he 
noted. "What did she eat? This area is very cold at 
night. She was naked all the time. Also, this is 
malarial country." 

So far, the family says she mostly uses sign 
language to indicate her basic needs. She pats her 
stomach when she is hungry or needs to go the toilet 
and has taken a liking to the family's collection of 
karaoke videos. "She just stared at that video without 
blinking. She liked it very much," her putative father 
Sal Lou said. 

She was discovered earlier this month after a 
villager noticed that food disappeared from a lunch 
box he left at a site near his farm. Concealing himself 
to catch the thief, he was astonished to see it was a 
naked young woman. With the help of some friends, 
they captured her last Sunday. 

Sal Lou, 45, who is a member of the Pnong ethnic 
minority, described the woman when he first saw her. 
"She was walking in a bending-forward position like a 
monkey." He checked her right arm. There he found a 
scar, just as his missing daughter had from an accident 
with a knife before she disappeared. "She looked 
terrible, but despite all of that, she is my child," he 
said. 

Objective evidence for the relationship, beyond a 
certain physical resemblance, is thin. Officials want to 
take DNA samples from the parents and the woman to 
see if they match. Latest reports say that the family 
have declined to submit to a test. 

Sal Lou is not the only family member claiming 
that Rochom P'ngieng has returned at last. Rochom 
Khamphi, 25, said that the moment she arrived at their 
house with Sal Lou he went to grab her right arm to 
check for the scar. "I saw the scar right away and I 
knew that she is my sister," he said on Friday. "That's 
the proof. I remember it very clearly – I'm not making 
it up, because I was the one who caused the injury." 

The woman's thoughts are impossible to ascertain. 
On Thursday she took off her clothes and acted as if 
she was about to go back into the wild. Restraining 
her, the family brought her to a nearby Buddhist 
pagoda for a monk to give her a holy water blessing to 
expel any evil spirits that may have possessed her, Sal 
Lou said. Nevertheless, he expressed his hopes that 
eventually she would get settled and they would be a 
proper family again. 

© The Independent 
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Soluzioni 
 1. (Appears to be) his daughter. 
 2. Scar/Mark (on her arm). 
 3. Nothing. 
 4. Religious persecution. 
 5. She wasn't in the jungle. 
 6. (Cold and) malaria. 
 7. Sign language. 
 8. To get food. 
 9. DNA samples. 
 10. Her brother. 
 
 
5.1.2 Esercizi a scelta binaria 

► True/False/Not given 

Rocky road to wonder 
 

CALGARY on a bright 
summer morning is an impossible 
sight. Its hard and shiny towers rise 
out of the flat valley like a 
superhero city; in the distance the 
Rockies glitter like the backdrop to 
a shamelessly optimistic musical. 
Driving through the high glass 
canyons of the streets, past 
gleaming yellow taxis and immaculate doormen 
dwarfed by giant revolving doors, is like passing 
through a virtual city. Everything is there but for the 
fumes, the shouts, the cars revving furiously at lights. 
This is rush hour, and yet there are perhaps a dozen 
cars travelling in each direction, and no need to 
overtake because there is more than enough highway 
for everyone. Before I left people asked me to bring 
back pictures, to look up certain places, to take them 
something of this country that seems to embody 
everything we Scots dream of escaping to. And yet 
there is nothing to hold on to: I feel as if I could have 
gleaned as much from leafing through the Calgary 
souvenir book. 

From the top of Calgary Tower, a revolving pod 
atop a 600ft concrete stem, the city spreads out like a 
planner's blueprint of right-angles and broad 
boulevards. The C-train wends its way smoothly past 
the river and the giant saddle bowl, a bright waitress 
brings coffee and a heartfelt recommendation of 
everything on the spectacular breakfast menu. I start 
work on a zucchini French toast with maple syrup 
and raspberries, thinking "if the folks back home 
could see me now", and yet still feeling peculiarly as 
if this was a commercial for Canadian tourism. My 
host, Dodi, points out the architectural features of 
which Calgarians are so proud, and the feeling is 
enhanced. 

It is only in the cool long 
rooms of the Glenbow Museum 
that I begin to sense what is 
missing. 

Pointing out the pioneer relics 

with the apologetic air of a child 
showing off a tenth-filled stamp 
book, Dodi tells me, humbly: "I 
know we don't have the history you 
have. I think that's why we try so 
hard to gather what there is." I feel 
it again when I'm introduced to the 
man who runs the Waterton golf 
course, way out in the mountains. 

"Hey, are you the person from Glasgow? I've got 
someone who would love to meet you." I shake hands 
with Robert Spencer whose family hailed from Irvine 
a few generations ago. He's worn a kilt for the 
occasion, and beams at me silently like he is meeting 
a dignitary from abroad and doesn't want to make a 
fool of himself. 

By the time I've visited the mountains, I'm 
beginning to understand. The table-top landscape 
around Calgary suddenly gives way to peaks that rise 
on either side of the highway. These are perfect 
mountains; the ones you drew at four years old. But 
take away the road, and they would become 
merciless, impassable monsters. This is how they 
must have seemed to the white settlers, and the native 
Americans before them. Awesome obstacles to the 
seemingly simple process of hanging on in there.  

No wonder, then, that they clung to the mean little 
towns they left, naming new towns in their honour: 
Barrhead, Irvine, Banff. And why, for all the proud-
to-be-a-Canadian stuff, there remains a humility, like 
they still feel kind of lucky to be hanging on in. We 
stop in Banff, "just to let you see it", a tiny town 
thronging with Japanese and German tourists, 
offering gift shops, and a main street topped and 
tailed by ogre mountains. Though these are the 
ultimate challenge to climbers, there are easier ways, 
so we take the chairlift to the top of Sulphur 

Mountain where, despite the heat, 
the snow is still feet deep. A big-
horned sheep worries idly at a fence-
post, while a gopher darts across the 
snow and on to the knee of a passer-

At first Calgary is little 
more than picture 

postcard Canada, but 
look deeper and there is 

much to love, says 
Rosalind Paterson 

These are perfect 
mountains – the ones  

you drew at four years old
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by, and I find myself starting to mumble emotionally 
about how we never see this where I come from. 
Down in the valley we spot Banff Springs, a 
magnificent four-storey hotel seemingly lost in a vast 
conifer forest. 

From there we retrace our tracks to Kananaskis 
Village and our hotel. The village, it transpires, is a 
grocery store. The rest is hotel, set out like a series of 
joined-up chalets fronted by a huge lodge. All around 

is mountain. I take a walk in the early morning to see 
the sun rise behind Mount Kidd, its summit still 
shrouded in mist. From there along a pathway 
through forest, carrying the requisite bear-bell which 
hikers are told to ring constantly to ward off grizzlies. 
This is possibly a rather fanciful fear, but I ring out 
anyway, while silent mule deer watch me through the 
trees. 

© Spectrum 
 
 
Decide whether the following statements are TRUE/FALSE or NOT GIVEN and tick ( ) the 
appropriate column. 
There is an example at the beginning (0). 
 
Example: 

  T F NG 

0. Calgary made an impression on Rosalind of being almost unreal.    
 

Rocky road to wonder 
  T F NG 

1. Rush hour means traffic jams in Calgary as in any busy city.    

2. It was not easy for Rosalind to find something for her friends back home.    

3. Rosalind took a few panoramic pictures from Calgary Tower.    

4. It was at the Glenbow Museum that Dodi told Rosalind about the city's 
architecture. 

   

5. Rosalind was introduced to the man whose ancestors had come from 
Scotland. 

   

6. Watching the mountains, Rosalind realised how the first settlers must have 
felt in their new country. 

   

7. Not having much of a history to show, Banff is not a tourist destination.    

8. Rosalind and Dodi left the top of Sulphur Mountain late in the afternoon.    

9. Rosalind knew that there was a possibility of grizzlies being in the area.    
 

Soluzioni 
1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 
F T NG F T T F NG T 
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5.1.3 Esercizi a scelta multipla 

► Multiple choice 

 

Sharp practice leads to a pain in Spain 
Adapted from an article in The Daily Telegraph, 13 March 1993, by Charlotte Beugge 

 
FOOD bought in Spain can often upset English 
holidaymakers but it is unusual for it to take a 
month before causing severe pains in the wallet 
that one Hertfordshire couple suffered. 

Geraldine and Roy Wallace of Elstree were 
surprised to find that £75 had been deducted from 
their Barclaycard account for some kebabs which 
they had expected to cost about £16. 

They went to the Costa del Sol for a five-day 
winter break. On the last evening of their holiday, 
they went to a Greek restaurant between Marbella 
and Malaga, attracted by a billboard advertising a 
two-course meal for 1,000 pesetas each–about £6 
at current exchange rates. 

Mrs Wallace, a keep fit instructor, explained: "It 
looked a nice clean restaurant, with the owner 
doing the cooking. We had salad to start then two 
kebabs and paid extra for a knickerbocker glory 
icecream which we shared." 

"We had a full bottle of wine because they did not 
have a half bottle or a carafe. We are not used to 
drinking but as it was the last night of our holiday 
we didn't mind getting a bit tiddly. "When the 
waiter presented the bill, Mrs Wallace, who says 
she is "very careful at checking bills" was in the 
lavatory. When she came out, her husband had 
signed the Barclaycard form and was waiting for 
her outside the restaurant. This was the only time 
the Wallaces used their Barclaycard on their 
holiday. Retrospective indigestion set in when 
they received their next statement. 

Mrs Wallace immediately contacted Barclaycard 
to point out the error. Mr Wallace had not picked 
up a receipt in the restaurant so the couple asked 
Barclaycard to get a copy of the card receipt from 
the restaurant. 

Mrs Wallace said: "Eventually, we got a copy and 
it appeared that the owner of the restaurant had 
added a one on the front of the bill, so instead of 
saying Pesetas 3,100–about £16 then–it said 
Pesetas 13,100, which had an exchange value of 
£75. You could see it had been added because it 
was a continental figure one rather than the single 
stroke British figure one." 

Mrs Wallace wrote to the restaurant but the owner 
denied all responsibility. 

Mr Wallace sold his business a few years ago so 
the couple could enjoy their fifties and go abroad a 
lot. But they are now feeling the pinch and Mr 
Wallace is unable to get a job. They have to rely 
on their savings to pay the monthly credit card 
bill. 

A spokeswoman for Barclaycard said: "There are 
three things to learn from this. Keep your receipts. 
Make sure you check the amounts on the bottom 
of the form–this is important whether you are 
abroad or not. Finally, make sure you cross out the 
extra boxes so nobody can fill in any extra 
figures." 

© The Telegraph plc, London 1993 

 

 
 
Read the article then choose the best answer: A, B, C or D. 
There is an example at the beginning (0). 
 
Example: 

0. The Wallaces decided to go into the Greek restaurant because 
 A the restaurant looked tidy. 
 B the food was home-made. 
 C it was their last day in Spain. 
 D the price appeared reasonable. 
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1. They were unpleasantly surprised when they 
 A had to order a full bottle of wine. 
 B paid their bill in the restaurant. 
 C arrived home the next day. 
 D saw the amount charged. 
 
2. The incident happened because 
 A Mrs Wallace usually signs the Barclaycard. 
 B Mr and Mrs Wallace were a bit drunk. 
 C Mr Wallace didn't check the bill. 
 D the owner took advantage of the situation.  
 
3. The Wallaces can't prove they are in the right because they 
 A didn't keep the receipt. 
 B didn't see the bill. 
 C lost the receipt. 
 D forgot to check the bill. 
 
4. According to the Barclaycard representative people should be 
 A more careful abroad than in England. 
 B more careful in England than abroad.  
 C equally careful in England and abroad. 
 D be particularly careful abroad. 
 
Soluzioni 

1. 2. 3. 4. 
D D A C 

 
 
5.1.4 Esercizi di abbinamento 

► Matching 

Match all statements 1–9 with paragraphs A–G. 
MORE THAN ONE STATEMENT may refer to THE SAME PARAGRAPH. 
WRITE your answers in the spaces on the right. 
There is an example at the beginning (0). 

Example: 

0. White elephants are rarely seen. A 
 

A holy white elephant 
1. Possessing white elephants symbolised the royalties' power.  
2. Not every white elephant is entitled to reside in a temple.  
3. Elephants destroy the crops.  
4. Sue is probably too young to have a cub.  
5. Scientists have been trying to produce a white elephant artificially.  
6. There seems to be a change in treatment of a white elephant.  
7. A white elephant's birth is interpreted as a good sign.  
8. Sue's herd is difficult to spot during the day.  
9. The remains of a 19th century white elephant are still kept.  
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A holy white elephant 
Adapted from an article in The Independent, 21 August 2004, by Jan McGirk 

 
A White elephants are seen once in a blue 

moon. So it seems apt that such a fabled 
creature was sighted in southern Sri Lanka 
last month during precisely such a rare lunar 
event (when a second full moon appears in a 
single month). The scientists claimed this 
was the world's first, scientifically certified 
sighting of a white elephant in the wild. Sue, 
as the forest rangers call her, is among a 
social grouping of 17 pachyderms. Vijitha 
Berera, a veterinarian from Sri Lanka's 
department of wildlife, says, "We hope she 
might be pregnant." But Sue appears to be 
only 11 years old, and unlikely to reach 
sexual maturity until she is 15. 

B Sri Lankan wildlife researchers are busy 
gathering clumps of her dung to determine 
which genetic mutation caused her albinism. 
But merely collecting the droppings and 
keeping one's distance is not the usual 
treatment accorded to white elephants in this 
part of Asia. Wherever Theravada Buddhism 
is practised, from upper Burma to the 
southern reaches of Thailand and Vietnam, 
the discovery of a white elephant – usually 
born into a domesticated herd – is hailed as 
a portentous omen, connected to fertility. 

C When a white elephant is discovered, the 
traditional response is to summon a priest to 
quantify each sacred elephantine attribute, 
from the size of its tail-brush to the pearly 
tone of its toenails, and to determine whether 
the animal can be deemed a "significant 
elephant" with a good bloodline, or merely 
"peculiar". Those that pass the test will 
become cosseted inmates of a Buddhist 
temple. 

D Officials in Yala are determined that there 
will be no attempts to subject Sue to such 
treatment. She will not spend her days 
chained at a high temple as a symbol of 
divine power. The official line is that "no 
attempt should be made to tranquillise or 
capture her". Gawkers and amateur 
photographers have been specifically asked 

not to stalk the underbrush in hopes of a 
candid snap. But she is already a big draw at 
the game park. 

E Prithiviraj Fernando, a conservationist who 
claims he spotted Sue as a new-born albino 
calf in 1993, but had no corroborating 
witnesses, says her elephant herd seems 
wary of humans and ventures to water holes 
only at night. Rangers say three Sri Lankan 
elephants are shot every week because they 
stray into cultivated fields or trample village 
huts. Such encroachment is a problem all 
over Asia. It is said that as elephant numbers 
decline and inbreeding becomes more 
common, genetic glitches are to be 
expected. So we may see more white 
elephants. 

F In Thailand, the desire to find a perfect white 
elephant has spawned a cloning project that 
is as ambitious as something out of the film 
Jurassic Park. For five years, Thai scientists 
at Mahidol University in Bangkok have been 
trying to clone the most magnificent pale 
elephant to grace the royal menagerie, using 
its 170-year-old pickled remains. The animal 
belonged to King Rama III, who ruled 
Thailand from 1824 to 1851. Huge glass jars, 
stuffed with sizeable chunks of cream-
coloured skin preserved in alcohol, take 
pride of place in Bangkok's Royal Elephant 
Museum today.  

G White elephants, long considered to be the 
ultimate war machines, combined the might 
of a tank with the mysticism of, say, a white 
unicorn stallion. Collecting an impressive 
array of such creatures allowed the region's 
kings to accrue symbolic power. In the 19th 
century, the last Burmese king, Thibaw, 
loaded his favourite white elephant with 
treasures, including diamonds inset in its 
tusks, although the beast was dying. After it 
passed away the royal prophets predicted 
natural disasters. The British invaded and 
deposed the king. 

© The Independent 
 
Soluzioni 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 
G C E A F D B E F 
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5.1.5 Esercizi di completamento 

Esempio 1 

► Gapped sentences (LB) 

In the following extract 10 sentence parts have been removed. 
Choose from the sentence parts A–K the one which fits each gap (1–10). There is one extra 
sentence part which you do not need to use. 
WRITE your answers in the spaces next to the numbers. 
There is an example at the beginning: Gap 0 (L). 
 

Warm receptions 
Adapted from an article in The Guardian, 3 November 2004, by Nick Hall 

 
My four-month mission to conquer the route maps of Ryanair and other budget airlines alike 

began with an in augural flight to the Spanish city of Valencia, where I am writing from outside, in the 
middle of a small square connected wirelessly to somebody's home broadband connection. Valencia 
is Spain's third largest city and has, until now, (0   L  ). 

The journey began with an unsociable 6am flight from London Stansted. Arriving for check-in 
shortly after 5am, I felt as though I was walking straight into a hostel, (1___) who had decided to 
spend the night at the airport in order to catch their morning flights. 

A few pleasant surprises helped get me off to a good start; (2___), in turn the razors and 
screwdriver that were tightly packed into my rucksack seemed to be no cause for alarm at security, 
despite the many notices and video demonstrations suggesting otherwise. 

After queuing for half an hour at security (3___), which is a good 10-minute walk from the main 
terminal building. With 25 minutes to spare and the departure gate now in sight there was no need for 
rush or panic. Well, at least that's what I thought, until I heard a message over the Tannoy announcing 
that "flight FR8321 to Valencia was now closed." To my alarm the announcement went on to explain 
that if the last remaining passenger (myself), (4___), didn't show up within one minute, that person 
would not be allowed to fly. 

Charming, I thought, as I double-checked my phone to reconfirm the time. The flight was 
subsequently delayed by 30 minutes after discovering they had no fuel to fly the plane. 

Enduring an hour-and-a-half of heavy marketing of drinks, snacks, fragrances and gift items, 
(5___), or in-flight digital entertainment for €7, is sure to set things straight from the start, you pay for 
what you get, quite literally. Any fantasies or illusions that I may have had when planning my trip of 
becoming one of the forgotten "jet-set" have come to an abrupt end. 

Having said all that, leaving Stansted in the 6am morning sunrise, (if you can call a blanket of 
overcast, grey and drizzly sky a sunrise) and (6___), makes all of the sacrifices well worth it. 

Despite this being the inaugural flight it seems I was the only person celebrating. Throughout the 
entire flight there was no mention of this surely great news, until the very end when it was briefly 
mentioned in passing by a member of the cabin crew. 

While Ryanair may be blase about opening up new destinations to the budget route maps, 
(7___) who keenly greeted the flight with their film crews. In addition to a little media coverage, all 
passengers were warmly welcomed and given goodie bags with shirts, pens and wooden fans. 

I left for Valencia with few preconceived ideas or expectations – mainly owing to my inability to 
plan or prepare for anything in advance, particularly where travel is concerned. It occurred to me when 
I arrived in the city centre, without any idea of where to go or what to see, (8___). 

I spent my first day wandering the wide avenues lined with palm trees, pavement cafes and 
musicians, (9___). After my early start, and a two-hour walk in search of one of Valencia's two free 
wireless internet "hot-spots", I was completely knackered by the time I had arranged to meet Jess, a 
Guardian reader, (10___). Meeting up with a complete stranger and accepting an offer of 
accommodation after one or two emails is not something I would normally feel comfortable about 
doing, especially not in a foreign country. Jess, my host for two days and three nights, arranged to 
meet me at the main train station after a brief exchange of emails confirming the time and place. Jess 
works as a teacher, just outside the city, originally from England she settled in Valencia five years ago. 

Guardian Unlimited © Guardian Newspapers Limited 2004 
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A heading for the sun in Spain, less than two hours away 
B first of all my overweight hand baggage seemed to pose no problems at the check-in desk 
C who was delaying the flight 
D as well being given the opportunity to purchase a Ryanair scratch card for €2 
E that it might have been a good idea to at least buy a guidebook 
F as I had to step over all the people 
G it certainly wasn't an attitude shared by the local media 
H simply enjoying and observing the Mediterranean way of life 
I we then headed on to the square 
J who had kindly offered to put me up for the night 
K I headed straight to the boarding gate  
L been inaccessible for those wanting to travel on a tight budget. 
 
Soluzioni 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 
F B K C D A G E H J 

I = frase non abbinabile 

 
 
Esempio 2 

► Gapped text (LS) 

In the following extract 10 sentences have been removed. 
Choose from the sentences A–K the one which fits each gap (1–10). There is one extra 
sentence which you do not need to use. 
WRITE your answers in the spaces next to the numbers. 
There is an example at the beginning: Gap 0 (L). 

 

In search of wolves in north-east Poland 
Adapted from an article in The Independent, 24 February 2007, by Matt Carroll 

 
"There it is, can you see it?" says my guide, Artur. (0   L  ) Suddenly the innocuous-looking brown 

splodge that I'd initially mistaken for a log lifts up its head and sniffs the damp air. After nearly a week 
of scouring the Polish countryside, finally, here I am, face to face with the big bad wolf. It is hard to 
believe that this is the creature that has struck fear into the hearts of small children the world over. Up 
close and personal it is a truly magnificent sight. He sits there looking resplendent in his heavy fur 
coat, his coal-black nose constantly quivering from a barrage of scents that waft his way. (1 ___) At 
any moment I expect to see his owner come strolling into the clearing with a stick for him to fetch. Until 
now I had only imagined a wolf in the context of the Great American Outdoors; perched on a rocky 
outcrop, lifting its head to howl up at a full moon. It never occurred to me that I would find one in north-
east Poland – just a few hours' flight from London. 

My wolf-tracking quest had begun almost a week ago, in Bialowieza National Park, about three 
hours' drive from Warsaw. (2 ___) Pulling up at our rendezvous point, I spotted him immediately – 
dressed from head to toe in camouflage green, topped off by a fabulous furry hunter's hat. While 
human expansion has banished many creatures to the fringes of our planet, Bialowieza is one of the 
few places in Europe where you can still find wild wolves. (3 ___) Western Europeans are only just 
discovering this naturalistic treasure trove, but the Russians knew about Bialowieza centuries ago. It 
was a favourite hunting destination for the Tsars at the beginning of the 19th century – and the Polish 
kings way before that. Back then this area was teeming with wolves, but gradually the hunters gained 
the upper hand; a decade or so ago, they had all but disappeared. (4 ___) 

In the whole of Bialowieza forest, which comprises an area of 160,000 hectares, there are maybe 
two or three packs with 12 wolves each. (5 ___) The man has four degrees to his name (in forestry 
and environmental science, among other subjects) and knows Bialowieza intimately. This is where he 
began guiding 10 years ago, before moving to Biebrza, an area of forest and wetland about three 
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hours further north-west. It was here that we would eventually find the fabled wolves, on the second 
half of the trip. 

Artur's knowledge of the natural world was astounding. Where I saw only "trees", he saw pines 
and spruces. One of the things you learn quickly here is to open your eyes. Signs of life are all around. 
You can see quite a lot of wildlife from the "comfort" of the train, but to find the wolves you need to be 
on foot. "You can't just come here and expect to see one," said Artur, in the fluent American-English 
he learnt while studying at the University of Minnesota. (6 ___) 

Having dispensed with the train, we headed into the forest on foot to look for signs of the wolves. 
As we crunched and crackled our way through the leaf-litter, it reminded me of scenes from The Blair 
Witch Project. To the untrained eye, Bialowieza is a seemingly endless mass of ancient oak trees and 
birches that poke and prod you as you walk past, snagging your clothes. Even more unnerving was 
the perpetual mist that draped itself over the trees like a giant cobweb, shrouding everything in an 
eerie half-light. 

(7 ___) "Keep your eye on soft patches of ground – that's where you will see paw prints. Another 
thing to watch for are droppings; if they're fresh, you know that the wolf is nearby." After a few hours 
spent rummaging about on the forest floor, Artur gestured me over to a patch of mud that lay at an 
intersection of two trails. "There are a couple of tracks here, but they're pretty old; I don't think we'll 
find anything here today." 

With the light fading fast, we called it a day. Night is theoretically the best time to catch these 
nocturnal creatures in action, but I didn't fancy wandering around the woods in the pitch black. (8 ___) 

After spending a few more days vainly scouring Bialowieza for signs of the elusive wolves, we 
decided to head up to Biebrza – where our luck finally changed. The terrain here is much more 
conducive to tracking; it has open, sandy areas and marshland, as well as the deep, lowland forest 
that the wolves love so much. (9 ___) "There are more heading off over there," he whispered. "This 
could be it. Stay silent." 

Tiptoeing along, trying to avoid treading on any twigs, Artur became like a man possessed. Then 
he stumbled across the skeleton of some unfortunate creature that had ended up as lunch for a pack 
of hungry canines. It looked like some sinister pagan offering to the forest god. (10 ___) "They must be 
close," he declared, nudging a pile of wolf poo with a stick. Then it happened: my first sighting of a 
real, wild wolf. Squatting on my haunches, I stared in awe at the magnificent male. Suddenly a large 
female emerged into the clearing to join her partner, both of them surveying their territory 
nonchalantly. "They must be the alpha pair," said Artur. 

© The Independent 
 
A Indeed, it's home to many other species that are all but extinct elsewhere in this continent including 

beavers, bison, elk and even lynx. 
B The sound of branches creaking in the wind was making me nervous enough already. 
C Without warning the alpha male was up on his feet. 
D After less than an hour Artur struck gold, in the form of a paw print.  
E I had arranged to meet Artur in the town of Hajnowka, which lies on the edge of Bialowieza forest. 
F Thankfully, however, wolf-hunting is now banned in Poland and the numbers are climbing again. 
G Spotting one can be a bit of a needle and haystack job, unless you're accompanied by someone 

with Artur's know-how. 
H I'm struck by the similarity to a domestic dog. 
I While I tried (breathlessly) to keep up, Artur told me some signs to look out for.  
J Further on, the trail became even warmer. 
K "You need to spend time, work hard and have a bit of luck." 
L I strain my eyes through the murky grey light of the forest, in order to get a better glimpse. 
 
Soluzioni 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 
H E A F G K I B D J 

C = frase non abbinabile 
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Esempio 3 

► Gap fill 

Write the missing words in the spaces on the right. 
There is ONE word missing in each gap. 
There is an example at the beginning: Gap 0. 
 

Spain's golden boy fit to wear Weissmuller's loincloth 
Adapted from an article in The European, 12–18 October 1998, by Giles Tremlett 

Not since Johnny Weissmuller donned Tarzan's loincloth has a swimming star 
been so close to Hollywood. David Meca, Spain's 24-year old world marathon 
swimming champion, hopes to follow a gold __0__ at the next Olympics with 
one of the shiny statuettes given out at the Oscars ceremony. Meca became 
world champion after a freezing six-hour swim in the jellyfish-infested waters of 
the Gulf of Terracina, near Rome, last month. The son of a bullfighter from 
Sabadell, near Barcelona, he won five of the championship's eight events. Along 
the way he had to __1__ with piranhas, leeches and jellyfish "the size of bin 
bags". He also swam through waters infested with crocodiles and sharks. 
The longest test of all this year, in Argentina's river Parana, took Meca eight 
hours and 39 minutes and left him totally drained. "Afterwards I called my 
parents and asked them to remind me __2__ to go back there," he said. In 
Perth, Australia, the authorities sent marksmen up in __3__ in case sharks 
decided to move in on the swimmers. On the river Nile, in Egypt near Cairo, the 
principal danger was crocodiles. 
While Meca trains for the Sydney Olympics, which will accept marathon 
swimming as an exhibition event for the __4__ time, he is also preparing for life 
as a screen star at the University of Southern California in Los Angeles. This is 
home, among other things, to the Shrine Auditorium where the Oscars 
ceremony is held. He has already had a part in a Steven Spielberg television 
series, the Young Indiana Jones, as well as numerous appearances in soap 
operas and advertisements. He recently __5__ down an opportunity to join the 
Baywatch series about Californian lifeguards because he did not want to get 
stuck in swimming __6__. 
Meca would not be the first __7__ to make it on to the screen. Weissmuller did 
not get much further than being King of the Jungle, but Clarence "Buster" 
Crabbe had a 50-year Hollywood career. Among those still active in Hollywood, 
the most successful swimming star is Bud Spencer. He swam at the 1952 
Helsinki Olympics, though he was then known as Carlo Pedersoli and swam for 
Italy. 
Meca now aims to cross the ice-cold waters of the San Francisco bay from the 
former prison island of Alcatraz to dry __8__. The cold water and inquisitive 
dolphins are considered the main dangers of a swim that should get him much 
publicity in California. Perhaps he will then swap his trunks for a loincloth and, 
once __9__, we will see a swimmer become Tarzan. He is certainly better 
prepared for the jungle than either Crabbe or Weissmuller. 

© The European
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Soluzioni 
1. battle 
2. never 
3. helicopters 
4. first 
5. turned 
6. roles 
7. swimmer 
8. land 
9. more 
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Esempio 4 

► Sentence completion 

Read the text and then complete the sentences below in your own words. 
There is an example at the beginning (0). 
 

My life with Anna began on such a night. I was nineteen at the time, prowling the streets and alleys with 
my usual supply of hot dogs, the street lights with their foggy haloes showing dark formless shapes moving out 
from the darkness of the fog and disappearing again. Down the street a little way a baker's shop-window 
softened and warmed the raw night with its gas-lamps. Sitting on the grating under the window was a little girl. 
In those days children wandering the streets at night were no uncommon sight. I had seen such things before, but 
on this occasion it was different. How or why it was different has long since been forgotten except that I am sure 
it was different. I sat down beside her on the grating, my back against the shop-front. We stayed there about 
three hours. Looking back over thirty years, I can now cope with those three hours; but at the time I was on the 
verge of being destroyed. That November night was pure hell; my guts tied themselves into all manner of 
complicated knots.  

Perhaps even then something of her angelic nature caught hold of me; I'm quite prepared to believe than I 
had been bewitched from the beginning. I sat down with 'Shove up a bit, Tich.' She shoved up a bit but made no 
comment.  

'Have a hot dog', I said. 
She shook her head and answered, 'It's yours.' 
'I got plenty. Besides, I'm full up', I said.  
She made no sign so I put the bag on the grating between us. The light from the shop-window wasn't very 

strong and the kid was sitting in the shadows so I couldn't see what she looked like except that she was very 
dirty. I could see that she clutched under one arm a rag-doll and on her lap a battered old paint-box. 

Extract taken from Mister God, This is Anna by Fynn 
© Collins Fount, an imprint of Harper Collins Publishers Ltd. 

 
0. The writer's supper used to consist of hot dogs. 

 
1. The incident he is describing took place at _________________. 

2. He was not surprised to find a child in the street all by herself because at that time this was 

something _________________. 

3. Nevertheless, the child attracted him although now he can't remember the real _________________. 

4. In retrospect he can't imagine what he was doing sitting by her for so _________________. 

5. He only remembers that on that particular occasion he felt very _________________. 

6. He started a conversation with her by telling her to make _________________. 

7. When he offered her a hot dog she _________________. 

8. He couldn't really judge her appearance because it _________________. 

9. He was only certain that she hadn't _________________ herself for some time. 

 
Soluzioni 
1. night 
2. usual 
3. reason 
4. long 
5. bad 
6. room 
7. refused 
8. was dark 
9. washed 
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5.2 Conoscenza e uso della lingua 
Di seguito sono presentati alcuni esempi degli esercizi utilizzati per verificare la conoscenza e l'uso 
della lingua. Il livello di base (LB) e il livello superiore (LS) dell'esame si differenziano tra loro per il tipo 
di testo o esercizio proposti ai candidati. Il livello di difficoltà degli esercizi sarà indicato in calce a 
ciascun esempio. In mancanza di indicazioni, l'esercizio è da considerarsi comune a entrambi i livelli. 
Il numero e la tipologia degli esercizi e dei quesiti possono variare nel corso del tempo. In tutti gli 
esercizi, la conoscenza degli elementi linguistici è verificata in riferimento al cotesto. 
 
 
Istruzioni per la valutazione 
A ciascuna risposta esatta è assegnato un punto. 
 
 
5.2.1 Esercizi a scelta multipla 

► Multiple choice 

Read the text below and decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each gap. 
There is an example at the beginning (0). 
 

Letters: Parenting 
Adapted from a letter in The Independent, 2 October 2009, by Angela Elliott 

 

Parents stripped of rights to __0__ their own children. The Government wants them, at the 
__1__ opportunity, to hand all child-rearing responsibility to the authorities. Enclosed with each child 
benefit award is a leaflet about childcare; nurseries can accept babies from the age of six weeks; our 
school starting age is the lowest in Europe, and our __2__ hours are the longest. 

House prices are such that two average incomes are needed to buy even a modest property. 
Where does that leave our children? On top of this, if you do decide to take __3__ and look after your 
own children, you are seen as an anachronism; there are no stop-at-home mums on children TV 
programme CBeebies, though every __4__ walk of life is represented. 

Worse, if you want to home-school your children __5__ than send them to state school for a tick-
box education, a new law is giving local authority inspectors the right to enter your home and interview 
your child. 

I am part of a home education group, and we have been told by the council that all the adults will 
need a Criminal Record Bureau check, __6__ only parents of all the children are present. 

The nonsense of trying __7__ life risk-free, and dictating to us how we should live, is eroding 
family and community life. A man hardly dare smile at a child in a park __8__ fear he will be branded a 
pervert. A friend who teaches childcare to students asked if they would stop an unknown child from 
walking in to the road; not one of them said they would, in case of an assault allegation. This is from 
people who will one day be looking after children. 

© Independent 

0. A bring up B breed out C take after D rise up 
1. A golden B quickest C great D earliest 
2. A opening B closing C working D labouring 
3. A power B authority C care D responsibility 
4. A another B other C single D little 
5. A only B and C rather D more 
6. A though B tough C dough D through 
7. A to have made B making C to make D make 
8. A in B from C at D for 
 
Soluzioni 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 8. 
D C D B C A C D 
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5.2.2 Esercizi di completamento 

Esempio 1 

► Gap fill (open and verbs) 

Read the text. There are 20 gaps. After some gaps there is a verb in brackets. Put the verb in 
the correct tense, and write it in the spaces on the right. When there is no verb in brackets, 
write the missing word in the spaces on the right. 
There are two examples at the beginning (0 and 00). 
 

Boycott the dolphin parks 
Adapted from an article in The Independent, 2 July 2006, by Jonathan Owen 

 
British holidaymakers are being urged __0__ (boycott) dolphin shows amid 

growing concerns __00__ the plight of the aquatic mammals in captivity. 
Environment campaigners fear that aquariums where dolphins are put on 

display trap them in areas a tiny fraction of the size they enjoy in the wild. Dolphins 
are capable of covering distances of up to 150 km a day. 

The Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society argues that the basic __1__ of 
dolphins cannot be met in captivity and that they suffer extreme physical and __2__ 
distress, which can result in aggressive behaviour as well as a lower survival rate 
and higher infant mortality __3__ their wild counterparts. 

Campaigners are also concerned that dolphins may become troubled because 
their main way of __4__ (see) the world, the natural sonar called echolocation, 
becomes redundant. 

The boom in people paying to see dolphins and swim with them was largely 
inspired by the 1960s TV series Flipper, about a dolphin that helped __5__ (solve) 
human dilemmas. But now, during a worldwide week of action for captive dolphins, 
Flipper's former trainer __6__ (call) for a boycott of dolphin attractions. 

The death of the performing mammal, __7__ (cradle) in his arms, changed Ric 
O'Barry's life. "She just seemed to give up on life," he said. "At that moment I 
realised that __8__ I had been doing was wrong and decided to dedicate my life to 
getting dolphins back to the wild where they belong. 

"The captive dolphin business__9__ (grow) considerably, and people going to 
these places should know that this abuse is based on supply and demand, so do 
not buy a ticket to a captive dolphin show. That is the solution to stopping the misery 
of __10__ animals." 

Few animals have the box-office appeal of dolphins, and their price __11__ 
(shoot) up since the days of Flipper, when they sold for $300 (£162). There has 
been an explosion in dolphin attractions, particularly in the US and Caribbean, and 
dolphins now fetch more than $100,000 – not surprising given that a __12__ one 
can generate $1m a year. 

Although it has been more than a decade since dolphins and killer whales 
__13__ (keep) on display in this country, Britons continue to be regular customers 
at dolphinariums overseas. 

While swimming with dolphins may be an attractive proposition for many, 
campaigners warn of the potential dangers of jumping __14__ a confined area with 
what is a large wild animal. A report by the World Society for the Protection of 
Animals predicts that the growth of these attractions __15__ (parallel) by an 
increased risk of human injuries and deaths. 

Some of the larger marine parks, such as Sea World in Florida, boast of large 
pools in __16__ their marine mammals are kept. However, even in the largest 
facilities, a captive dolphin has access to less than one-10,000th of 1 per cent of its 
normal habitat size. "Dolphins are free ranging, intelligent and highly complex 
marine mammals. The vastness and biological diversity of the open sea __17__ 
(can/not/duplicate) in captivity," said Mr O'Barry, who now works as a marine 
mammal specialist with the French animal protection organisation One Voice. "They 
belong in the oceans, __18__ (not/play) the clown for our amusement. People who 
are truly __19__ in dolphins should go dolphin watching instead. 

The world's biggest marine park operator, Sea World in Florida, did not respond 
to requests for an interview but has previously stated that there is __20__ evidence 
that dolphins suffer in captivity at its facilities. 

© The Independent 
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Soluzioni 
 1. needs 
 2. mental 
 3. than 
 4. seeing 
 5. (to) solve 
 6. is calling 
 7. cradled 
 8. what 
 9. is growing 
 10. these 

 11. has shot 
 12. single 
 13. were kept 
 14. into 
 15. will be paralleled 
 16. which 
 17. cannot be duplicated 
 18. not playing 
 19. interested 
 20. no 

 
 
Esempio 2 

► Gap fill (open and word formation) 

Read the text. There are 20 gaps. After some gaps there is a word in brackets. Write the correct 
form of the words in the spaces on the right. When there is no word in brackets, write the 
missing word in the spaces on the right. 
There are two examples at the beginning (0 and 00). 
 

Beyond the city limits 
Adapted from an article in The Guardian, 9 September 2004, by John Vidal 

 
Honufa came to Dhaka last year. Severe __0__ (erode) on her family's 

patch of land on one of the islands __00__ the mouth of the Ganges forced the 
young Bangladeshi woman to leave her village for the capital. She took a boat 
and then an overnight bus and ended __1__ in a shantytown called Bari Badh, 
which sprawls on the slopes of a new flood embankment. 

Honufa was lucky to find work __2__ (immediate). She gets about 40p a 
day breaking bricks with a hammer. A tenth of what she earns goes on fresh 
water, the same on transport, but almost a third is needed __3__ pay the rent 
for the room which she shares with two other women and three young children. 

It's seven foot square, built of bamboo, rusty corrugated iron and 
cardboard and squats on stilts over a fetid lagoon. The monsoon-swollen water 
swirls just a __4__ feet below the floor. A latrine at the end of a walkway 
empties straight into the water. Last month, __5__ whole community of 5,000 
people was flooded out. 

Bari Badh is not typical of Dhaka's slums, some of which are long 
established and reasonably secure with electricity and drainage. It appeared 
three years ago, as soon as the embankment was built and it will probably 
__6__ exist in three years because businessmen are already filling in the 
lagoon with rubbish in advance of building more solid homes. 

When that happens, Honufa and the others will be moved on to new, 
__7__ (equality) vulnerable slums on a new edge of one of the world's most 
rapidly growing cities. Dhaka, growing more than 5% a year, will have exploded 
from fewer than 600,000 people in 1961 to a projected 22 million in 2030. 

Next week, the UN's world urban forum meets in Barcelona and world 
__8__ (lead) and demographers will hear that the number of slum dwellers 
__9__ Honufa could double within 25 years to more than two billion people, 
almost one in four of the world's projected population. Two days later, the 
United Nations population fund will release its annual state of the world report 
which will show that almost 95% of the expected 2.5 billion increase in __10__ 
(globe) population expected over same period will be in African and Asian 
cities. By then more than 80% of north America, Europe, Australia and Latin 
America, and half of Asia and Africa will probably be living in urban areas. 

Put the entire world population and __11__ (poor) trends together and it's 
clear that the world is making a major transition __12__ a breathtaking pace. 
Sometime in the next two years, __13__ (human) will cross, probably forever, 
the line from being a rural species to an urban __14__. It will mark a turning 
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point, a revolution potentially as __15__ (signify) as the passage from the 
middle ages to the modern age, which will redefine culture, politics and the way 
we all live. 

The scale of the __16__ (redistribute) of people now taking place is vast. 
Just 100 years ago, only one in seven of the world lived in a town or city and 
there were 16 places thought to have more than one million people. Today 
__17__ are more than 400 cities with over one million and in 15 years time, a 
further 150 are expected to join the club. The entire urban population increased 
36% in the 1990s alone. 

Contrary to popular __18__ (imagine), however, the future is not 
expected to be a world of mega cities like Dhaka, Cairo, or Manila. __19__ to a 
new book by a group of demographers working with the Washington-based US 
National Research Council (NRC), the lion's share of the world population 
increases over the next 25 years will be in towns and cities with fewer than one 
million people. They expect these places to account for 60% of the developing 
country urban population. Cities of from one to five million will house another 
26%. 

The authors suggest that the largest cities, although stretched to the limit 
in poor countries to provide even minimal services for their __20__ (inhabit), 
will be well-placed to attract international money for housing, infrastructure and 
services. In 15 years, they expect 60 cities to have more than five million 
people. 

© The Guardian 
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Soluzioni 
 1. up 
 2. immediately 
 3. to 
 4. few 
 5. the 
 6. not 
 7. equally 
 8. leaders 
 9. like 
 10. global 

 11. poverty 
 12. at 
 13. humanity 
 14. one 
 15. significant 
 16. redistribution 
 17. there 
 18. imagination 
 19. According 
 20. inhabitants 

 
 
Esempio 3 

► Gap fill (open) (LB) 

Write the missing words in the spaces on the right. 
There is ONE word missing in each gap. 
There is an example at the beginning: Gap 0. 

 
Black and white and bred all over: why there is good news about giant pandas 

Adapted from an article in The Independent, 20 June 2006, by Michael McCarthy 
 

The giant panda, the icon of endangered animal species the world over, 
may __0__ doing much better than previously thought. 

A study has provided new evidence __1__ there may be nearly twice as 
many of the black-and-white bears munching their way through the remote 
bamboo forests of China as scientists have previously calculated. 

DNA fingerprinting, using panda droppings, has made __2__ possible for 
the first time to conduct a much more accurate census of panda numbers, 
indicating __3__ may be as many as 3,000 animals in the wild. The last census, 
in 1998, put the population at less __4__ 1,600. 

Even with the figure of 3,000, the charismatic and elusive animal, entirely 
dependent __5__ bamboo, is still extremely rare and highly endangered – 
characteristics that led the World Wildlife Fund __6__ choose it as the WWF 
symbol when the international conservation organisation was formed in 1961. 

But the new population estimate is immensely cheering for zoologists and 
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conservationists. It is revealed in a paper in the journal Current Biology, 
detailing research by __7__ joint team from the Chinese Academy of Sciences 
and the School of Biosciences at the University of Cardiff. 

The team, led by Professor Michael Bruford from Cardiff and Professor 
Fuwen Wei of the Chinese Academy of Sciences' Institute of Zoology, worked in 
the Wangland Nature Reserve in western China, __8__ in the previous panda 
survey eight years ago was thought to harbour a population of 27 animals. 

The new survey analysed the panda DNA in the droppings directly, __9__ 
found there were at least 66 individuals in the reserve. Normal population 
expansion could not explain the difference __10__ the two surveys, the paper 
says – so the earlier __11__ must have been a severe underestimate. 

Professor Bruford said yesterday: "The old census method was good 
__12__ clearly inaccurate. These new findings indicate that the species has a 
much better chance of long-term viability although we must __13__ be too 
happy about it, since the population size is still dangerously low. We still may be 
only talking about a __14__ thousand individuals... These guys are not common. 
If there __15__ only 3,000 humans in the world, we would be pretty alarmed." 

For a long time the precise taxonomic classification of the panda was 
uncertain, as both the giant panda and the distantly related red panda share 
characteristics of both bears and racoons. However, genetic testing has 
revealed giant pandas are true bears and part of the Ursidae family. 

© The Independent
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Soluzioni 
 1. that 
 2. it 
 3. there 
 4. than 
 5. on 
 6. to 
 7. a 

 8. which 
 9. and 
 10. between 
 11. one 
 12. but 
 13. not 
 14. few 
 15. were 

 
 
Esempio 4 

► Gap fill (open) (LS) 

Write the missing words in the spaces on the right. 
There is ONE word missing in each gap. 
There is an example at the beginning: Gap 0. 

Animal behaviour: Rogue elephants 
Adapted from an article in The Independent, 12 October 2006, by Justin Huggler 

 
Almost everyone who has been __0__ holiday to India or Sri Lanka has a 

story about their encounter with an elephant: getting stuck in a __1__ jam 
behind one in Delhi perhaps, riding on an elephant in Rajasthan, or being 
blessed by the temple elephants of Tamil Nadu. But my own encounters with 
the elephants of the subcontinent have been rather more unsettling. 

The first __2__ I saw a wild elephant was on a remote jungle road in West 
Bengal in the dead of night. It was a bad stretch of road, known to be 
frequented by bandits and separatist militants. We shouldn't have been out 
there so late at night, and we were going too fast in our hurry to get back to 
civilisation. 

Suddenly we noticed __3__ blocking the road ahead. There was another 
car coming in the opposite direction, and all we __4__ see was the silhouette 
picked out between the lights. It was about the __5__ of a cow, but the shape 
was all wrong. 

The driver blew the horn, but the shape didn't __6__. Nervously, he began 
to slow. As we drew closer, we saw __7__ it was: a baby elephant trying to 
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cross the road, trapped between the headlights of cars coming from __8__ 
directions. If we hadn't slowed down, we would have killed __9__. And then, as 
our eyes adjusted to the darkness, we saw __10__ all around us, some of their 
eyes glinting where they caught the lights from the cars: an entire herd of wild 
elephants on either side of the road, __11__ patiently to cross. 

A couple of days later I visited a village near by __12__ had been 
demolished by a herd of elephants. It looked like an earthquake had hit it. It 
wasn't just the traditional flimsy bamboo huts that had suffered. Twenty-foot 
palm trees had been uprooted from the ground. The villagers __13__ us the 
elephant herd had stood patiently by while a single male wreaked all this 
destruction on __14__ own. And they were in no doubt about why he did it. The 
road had cut __15__ the elephants' traditional migration route. They were 
making a new route, and were __16__ happy at finding the village in the way. 

Then there was the night in Sri Lanka, another nerve- racking drive, 
__17__ the way back from interviewing Tamil Tiger rebels. Military convoys 
__18__ coming under regular attack on the road, and it wasn't a good place to 
be, __19__ we weren't expecting the huge bull elephant who suddenly came 
out of the foliage and blocked our path. After a tense standoff, the big male 
eyeing us suspiciously, he finally moved on and __20__ us pass. 

But as we drove on, we saw what had __21__ the elephant nervous. The 
Sri Lankan military was setting light to the jungle, to clear away possible hiding 
places for Tamil Tiger ambushes. A herd of elephants was watching from a 
distance as the soldiers __22__ fire to their habitat, to the leaves that were their 
food. The elephant was not the aggressor here: __23__ was. 

Now new research has begun to emerge, suggesting that the incidence of 
elephant attacks __24__ humans is growing because elephants are suffering 
severe trauma __25__ a result of seeing so many of their kin killed by humans, 
according to a report in the New York Times Magazine. 

© The Independent
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Soluzioni 
 1. traffic 
 2. time 
 3. something 
 4. could 
 5. size 
 6. move 
 7. what 
 8. both 
 9. it 
 10. them 
 11. waiting 
 12. that 

 13. told 
 14. his 
 15. through 
 16. not 
 17. on 
 18. were 
 19. but 
 20. let 
 21. made 
 22. set 
 23. man 
 24. on 
 25. as 
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Esempio 5 

► Gap fill (verbs) 

Write the correct form of the verbs given in brackets in the spaces on the right. 
There is an example at the beginning: Gap 0. 
 

Family shocked by return of the long-lost canoeist 
Adapted from an article in The Guardian, 4 December 2007, by Matthew Weaver 

 
The family of the man who __0__ (turn) up more than five years after he 

was believed to __1__ (drown) in a canoeing accident have spoken for the first 
time today since his mysterious reappearance. 

John Darwin, 57, walked into a London police station on Saturday, 
sporting a suntan, __2__ (claim) to be a missing person who had no idea 
where he had been since March 2002. 

He was last seen paddling a red canoe into the North Sea. His 
disappearance prompted a 16-hour search and his canoe __3__ (later/find) 
washed up on the shore, broken in three pieces. 

His sons, Mark and Anthony, who picked him up from the police station, 
said today that their father could not remember anything since June 2000. In a 
statement __4__ (issue) on their behalf by Cleveland police, they said: "The 
news of John's appearance came as a huge shock to the whole family. We are 
extremely happy that he's alive and we are looking forward to __5__ (spend) 
time with him." 

The sons said Darwin's wife, Anne, had been in contact. She moved to 
Panama six weeks ago after selling the couple's seafront home in Seaton 
Carew. "Anne __6__ (inform) of the good news and is delighted to hear it," the 
statement said. "We __7__ (appreciate) that there is huge media interest in this 
story. However, due to John's memory loss there is little more we can add." 
They said the family __8__ (experience) a "traumatic and emotional" time and 
appealed for privacy. 

Cleveland police are planning to interview Darwin on his whereabouts for 
the last five years. Detectives are understood to be trying to make contact with 
his wife in Panama. 

The force said: "Enquiries in relation to this matter are ongoing and have 
been since the initial disappearance in March 2002. It will be appropriate to 
speak to Mr Darwin at some stage, but we are yet to determine when that 
__9__ (be). In light of this, it would be inappropriate to make any further 
comment at this stage." The statement appealed to anyone with information 
about Darwin's whereabouts since 2002 __10__ (come) forward. 

Councillor David Young, who runs a fish and chip shop in Seaton Carew, 
said: "People have been coming in and making all sorts of comments. To be 
honest, I'm not sure if anyone really __11__ (know) anything. It's very strange." 

Young was surprised at the location of the smashed canoe debris – 
downstream from the mouth of the Tees. "Not only is it too muddy there, but the 
tide is too strong for things __12__ (leave) there," he said. "The police will be 
aware of all these sorts of things." 

© The Guardian
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Soluzioni 
 1. have drowned  
 2. claiming  
 3. was later found 
 4. issued  
 5. spending  
 6. has been informed 

 7. appreciate  
 8. had 
 9. will be 
 10. to come  
 11. knows 
 12. to be left 
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Esempio 6 

► Gap fill (word formation) 

Write the correct form of the words in the spaces on the right. 
There is an example at the beginning: Gap 0. 

 
Head-banging Chinese snakes can predict earthquakes days in advance, say scientists 

Adapted from an article in The Independent, 29 December 2006, by Clifford Coonan 
 

As Asia's telecom systems slowly recovered from the __0__ earthquakes that hit 
Taiwan this week, Chinese scientists said they had developed a new way of forecasting 
tremors – by observing the __1__ of snakes to launch themselves headlong into walls. 

"Of all the creatures on the Earth, snakes are perhaps the most __2__ to 
earthquakes," Jiang Weisong, director of the earthquake bureau in Nanning, told The 
China Daily. Serpents can sense a coming earthquake from 120km away, up to five 
days before it happens. They __3__ by behaving extremely erratically. 

The earthquake bureau in Nanning, a city particularly prone to earthquakes, has 
developed a system that monitors snakes' __4__ behaviour using hi-tech equipment. 
Experts at the bureau observe snakes at local snake farms using video cameras linked 
to a broadband internet. China is frequently struck by earthquakes, with most hitting 
remote rural areas, but big cities have also been hit. In 1976, the city of Tangshan was 
devastated by an earthquake and some 250,000 people died. 

Nanning is one of 12 Chinese cities monitored by hi-tech equipment. It also has 143 
animal monitoring units. "By installing cameras over the snake nests, we have improved 
our ability to forecast earthquakes. The system could be extended to other parts of the 
country to make our earthquake forecasts more precise," said Mr Jiang. 

It's not just snakes – dogs and chickens also behave __5__ when an earthquake 
is about to happen. 

Two people were killed and 42 injured on Tuesday when three buildings collapsed 
in earthquakes that shook __6__ Taiwan. Even if some animals had caught the 
earthquakes in time, there was little they could do about the damage done to miles of 
fibre-optic cable laid in areas of seismic __7__ around the region. The tremors exposed 
the frailties of the whole system of cables laid deep under water in Asia, which has 
formed the lifeblood for the region's __8__ boom. 

Mr Jiang has written a letter to the central government seeking funds to build more 
snake-monitoring stations. "Local farmers have welcomed the cameras and 
broadband," said Mr Jiang. "They can access __9__ on the internet, such as 
techniques for raising snakes and demand for snakes in the market." 

As well as their ability to predict earthquakes, snakes are also valued in China for 
their uses in __10__ medicine. They are also popular in soup. 

© The Independent

 0. DESTROY 
destructive 

 1. TEND 
_________________________ 

 2. SENSE 
_________________________ 

 3. RESPONSE 
_________________________ 

 4. NATURE 
_________________________ 

 5. ABNORMAL 
_________________________ 

 6. SOUTH 
_________________________ 

 7. ACT 
_________________________ 

 8. ECONOMY 
_________________________ 

 9. INFORM 
_________________________ 

 10. TRADITION 

_________________________ 
 
Soluzioni 
 1. tendency 
 2. sensitive 
 3. respond 
 4. (un)natural 
 5. abnormally 

 6. south(ern) 
 7. activity/activities 
 8. economic 
 9. information 
 10. traditional 
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5.3 Comprensione dell'ascolto 
Di seguito sono presentati alcuni esempi degli esercizi utilizzati per verificare la comprensione 
dell'ascolto. Il livello di base e il livello superiore dell'esame si differenziano tra loro per il tipo di testo, 
esercizio o quesito proposti ai candidati. Il numero e la tipologia degli esercizi e dei quesiti possono 
variare nel corso del tempo.  
 
I testi orali proposti come esempio nel presente documento sono stati trascritti; in sede d'esame, 
invece, i candidati ascolteranno ciascuna registrazione del testo per due volte e potranno risolvere gli 
esercizi già durante l'ascolto. 
 
Istruzioni per la valutazione 
A ciascuna risposta esatta è assegnato un punto. 
 

 
 
5.3.1 Esercizi a risposta breve 

► Short answers 

You are going to hear a programme about bush pilots in Alaska. 

As you listen to the recording, write your answers in note form in the spaces below. 
Use 1–5 words for each answer. 
You will hear the recording twice. 
Now read through the questions. 

Example: 

0. What do people in Alaska depend on? 
Bravery of bush pilots 

 
 
1. What do unpredictable air-currents force the pilots to do? 

   

2. How does the pilot start the engine? 

   

3. What do the balloon tyres prevent? 

   

4. Which pilots can land on glaciers? 

   

5. Why does the pilot like his job? 

   

6. Why are there so many private pilots in Alaska? 

   

7. What do the pilots do besides providing transport? 
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Trascrizione 
Bush pilots 

Presenter: In Alaska there's often no suitable place for pilots to land so bush pilots have fitted their planes with floats and 
learned to land on water. The development of Alaska has depended on the bravery. Bush pilots: 
Bush pilot: Flying over this rugged terrain has always required great skill and ingenuity. 
Presenter: In the mountains these pilots have to cope with unpredictable air-currents and be prepared to land anywhere. One 
of the most skilful of the bush pilots is Paul Claus. 
Paul Claus: Quite a big percentage of places I land up high in the mountains that you… It's one way. And you're gonna and 
that way and you're gonna … you're gonna take off the other way. There's no other choice. It's too steep. 
Presenter: As well as transporting essential supplies, bush planes provide access to Alaska's hidden interior. Paul Claus' 
Piper Super Cub is perfectly suited to this kind of flying. To save weight there's no electrical system so he has to start the 
engine by hand. These huge balloon tyres absorb shocks that would destroy a conventional plane's undercarriage. One of 
Claus' skills is judging where a safe landing can be made. Landing on glaciers requires years of experience. 
Paul Claus: I've learned doing little tricks that different colours of ice tend to be smoother; it seems like stuff that's got more 
dirt on it tends to melt out more evenly than this veneer of white ice. 
Presenter: Paul Claus has been flying since he was 13 years old. 
Paul Claus: I don't really get rich but we have a very rewarding life, each day flying around and never get bored, never get 
tired of it. 
Presenter: Because roads are few and far between there are more private pilots in Alaska than in any other state. But 
weather conditions are extreme so even the most experienced pilots can get into trouble. In winter, temperatures in Alaska's 
barren interior plummet to minus 60 degrees.  
Paul Claus: It's a very unforgiving environment because there's so few roads up here. Most people get around by airplane or 
snow machine. And so you get a lot of people that do get in trouble. 
Presenter: Anyone who gets in trouble out here won't last long. Colonel Parkhaus heads the 210th Rescue Squadron of the 
Alaska Air National Guard, one of the busiest in the country. 
Colonel Parkhaus: We call it a target-rich environment. We have lots of opportunity to practice our trade up here. We've gone 
as far as 12 and a half hours in a helicopter non-stop. We've been within 300 miles in the North Pole, we've done one rescue 
in Russia, so we have covered quite a large area. 
 
Soluzioni 
1. To land unexpectedly 
2. By hand 
3. (Absorb/Prevent) shock(s). 
4. Experienced pilots 
5. It's rewarding/interesting 
6. There are few roads 
7. Rescue people 
 
 
5.3.2 Esercizi a scelta binaria 

► True/False 

You are going to hear a recording about a film on leopards. 

As you listen to the recording, TICK (9) the appropriate column below. 
You will hear the recording twice. 
Now read through the statements. 

Example: 
  T F 

0. Eye of the Leopard is a film on adult leopards.  9 
 

  T F 
1. The Jouberts devoted their entire life to the research of leopards.   
2. Leopards live in groups.   
3. The challenge for the Jouberts' film was leopards' disguising nature.   
4. The Jouberts spotted a leopard with her cub soon after landing.   
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5. The Jouberts filmed the leopard mother on her hunting trips.   
6. The cub felt endangered in the Jouberts' presence.   
7. Filming the leopards left evident traces on the Jouberts.   

 
Trascrizione 

Eye of the Leopard 

Presenter: Now, you've both just completed a new documentary film called Eye of the Leopard and it's an extraordinary 
journey three years in the making, following the life of one leopard from infancy and you have produced so many incredible 
wildlife films. What inspired this one and what sets this experience apart for you? 
Dereck Joubert: It's interesting because we spent all these years, twenty five years working on lions and getting to know lions 
we understand big cats or we'd certainly thought we did by understanding lions. And for me, I always knew that, that I wanted 
to work with leopards, but I sort of put it in the bank, we sort of put it up there on that shelf and said one day when we're 
ready we'll, we'll get to leopards, because it's such a difficult subject. Leopards are solitary and, and most of the time they're 
so well camouflaged and hidden that even finding them is difficult. Creating a ninety-six minute film on one would seem 
overwhelming. But one day we decided to give it a shot and we landed in this area to, to check out ..., to check it out. We 
knew that leopards in this particular area in Botswana in Mohembo, northern part of Okavango, was a good place for 
leopards, and we landed just to scout it out. And on day one we stumbled across a female and a little eight-day old cub. And 
we stayed there for three years.  

Presenter: And Beverly, what was the highlight for you, I guess, in, in all of this and working with ..., filming this, this young 
leopard?  
Beverly Joubert: You know, the highlight for us was … Many, actually, there were many highlights. Having the experience of 
intimately being with a single leopard, we chose to be with the cub more than with the mother, so whenever the mother went 
off hunting, most of the time we would stay at the den. And so this little cub actually started to recognise us as part of her life. 
We were constant. So she accepted us. We never ever traumatised her, we never challenged her, we never ever actually 
intruded her space, because we always stayed back. And she eventually accepted us in, in such a way that it was a privilege 
when we realised we were definitely a part of her life. When she was about four years, four months old, she was with us for 
two days, her mother hadn't come back from a hunting trip and when her mother did come back and called, she ran straight 
towards her mother, who was way out in the forest, and as she got half way there she realised we weren't following, and she 
turned around and she gave her first cub call and she called us. She was looking directly at us and calling us. And only once 
we started the car to move on that she carried on going to her mother. We realised then that we'd either become her 
babysitters or surrogate parents, but we were part of that system. So that was an ultimate highlight. We obviously had great 
highlights in the filming, but the whole experience, the whole journey with her, was … life changing in many ways. 
 
Soluzioni 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 
F F T T F F T 

 
 
5.3.3 Esercizi di completamento 

► Sentence completion 

You are going to hear Judith Paris and Ken Russel talking about Lotte Lenya, the famous 
cabaret singer and a friend of Kurt Weill, during the Second World War in Berlin. 

As you listen to the recording, complete the statements below. 
You will hear the recording twice. 
Now read through the statements. 

Example:  

0. Weill was born in a(n) Jewish family. 

 
1. In her childhood, Lotte Lenya lived in a(n) ____________________ part of Vienna. 

2. Father could never come over the ____________________ of his first daughter. 

3. Family problems turned father into a(n) ____________________. 

4. Father adored the ____________________ Charlotte because she was pretty and talented. 
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5. Kurt Weill was attracted by Lenya's ____________________. 

6. Berlin was a(n) ____________________ city at that time. 

7. At that time ____________________ was becoming popular in Berlin. 

 
Trascrizione 

Lotte Lenya 

Presenter: Weill's background was in a religious and musical Jewish family. Young Lotte's beginnings were inauspicious. As 
Judith explained. 
Judith Paris: She was born in an industrial suburb in Vienna in 1898. It was one of those new suburbs that had been thrown 
up before… at the birth of industrialisation… at that time, and she was born in a tenement, two rooms. There were four of 
them in the family. The first child was a little girl called Charlotte, who died at three and the father never recovered from that 
because his little first born daughter was a little Shirley Temple really: blonde and blue-eyed and sang and had a gift of 
mimicry and he just adored her and she would perform for him, you know, and then she died and he became an alcoholic. 
And the second child was a son, but the third child was another little girl and that little girl he also called Charlotte, but she 
wasn't anything like the first Charlotte. And she was plain and awkward and couldn't sing and had funny teeth and he just 
used to beat her. 

Presenter: They made an extraordinary combination, didn't they, she and Weill, because he was completely different, from a 
very different social background. What do you think attracted them to each other? 
Ken Russell: It's very difficult to say on the face of it, you know. I, I… There must have been something that just clicked. He 
did love her voice, didn't he, Judith? I mean he was entranced by it, he was in love with her voice, that was certainly one 
thing. And I… And she must have found him rather cute because he would be totally different to anyone she'd ever met 
before for a start, and the fact that he could maybe write songs for her, you know, that must have been rather thrilling for her. 

Presenter: He did talk about this extraordinary quality in her voice. What is so special for you, Judith, about the quality of her 
voice? 
Judith Paris: It's something that I can't even begin to replicate. 
Ken Russell: And you shouldn't try, you know. 
Judith Paris: I don't… I don't think I can try. What I've tried to do is be Lenya as far as I can go. She slides off notes, it's a 
very Germanic thing. 

Presenter: Berlin was the original city that never slept, wasn't it? What would the atmosphere have been like in which they 
were working when they…? 
Ken Russell: I think it must have been a terribly exciting place to be and 'cos, straight, you know, this was a terribly… a brand 
new kind of music was being born at the same time, you know. Weill was writing symphonic works at the beginning of the 
twenties and then he did The Threepenny Opera and fell in love, I think, with Americana, with American jazz, and I think that 
was hitting Berlin at the time, and I think that was probably one of the great influences that hotted everything up. Don't you 
think, Judy? 
Judith Paris: Yes, I do. 
 
Soluzioni 
1. industrial 
2. death 
3. alcoholic 
4. first 
5. voice 
6. exciting 
7. jazz (music) 
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5.3.4 Esercizi a scelta multipla 

► Multiple choice 

You will hear an interview with Wendy Harris and Adam Curtly about candles and their use 
nowadays. 

As you listen to the recording choose the correct answer. Only one answer is correct. 
You will hear the recording twice. 
Now read through the statements. 

Example: 

0. Wax Lyrical collapsed because of 
 A competition with department stores. 
 B having been sold to an Italian firm. 
 C competition with neon light producers. 
 D competition with electric bulb producers. 
 
1. The dark candle was 
 A used in church. 
 B used as a Christmas decoration. 
 C a mistake. 
 D scented. 
 
2. Wendy Harris purchases candles because she 
 A lives in the countryside. 
 B is fond of them. 
 C has no electricity. 
 D practises magic. 
 
3. Wendy Harris obtains her candles from 
 A village supermarkets. 
 B car boot sales. 
 C town market places. 
 D department stores. 
 
4. UK and foreign manufacturers gather every year in Birmingham to 
 A discuss their future plans. 
 B choose the nicest candle. 
 C present their products. 
 D choose the best producer. 
 
5. In the past coloured candles were lit 
 A in case of power cut. 
 B under the kitchen sink. 
 C for Christmas decoration. 
 D on no occasion. 
 



 

Inglese 49 

Trascrizione 
Candles 

Presenter: Candles were once kept at the back of the kitchen drawer, often in case of a power cut, but we now spend a 150 
million pounds a year on them, from the hefty trunks of church candles to the delicate lavender or vanilla scented floating 
variety. Ironically, Wax Lyrical, the candlemaker shop chain, was a victim of our passion for candles. It couldn't survive in the 
face of new and fierce competition from department stores. And Price's, the company which once supplied candles… 
candles for Florence Nightingale and her famous lamp and Captain Scott's trip to the Antarctic, only avoided financial 
collapse by selling up to an Italian firm. So in an age of neon and everlasting light bulbs, why are we turning increasingly to 
old-fashioned candles? Adam Curtly reports. 
Wendy Harris: You've got on the table there a selection of different church candles and scented candles. The purple one was 
a spice one from Christmas, the darker one was a mistake, I just love the look of it, but of course the candle light doesn't 
come through it, so I've learned something through that. I have... 

Adam Curtly: Wendy Harris lives in an idyllic oak pinned cottage in Alresford near Winchester. Like a growing number of 
people in the UK, candles are a part of her weekly shopping list. She's dozens of them in every room in the house, from the 
mantelpiece to the bath, and they are an essential part of her life. 
Wendy Harris: … magical. I couldn't live without them, they set the scene, they're magical, sensual, and there's the fire going 
on in the living room that you're in and all the candles on, and it's just magic. 

Adam Curtly: Where do you get them from? 
Wendy Harris: I go to car boot sales and I pick up the odd ones for twenty p. You can get eighteen long taper candles for 
about 2.50. 

Adam Curtly: How do you put them all out? 
Wendy Harris: We tend to phooph them out. It's very… It's very calming somehow, when you've had… everybody's gotta go 
phooph. 

Adam Curtly: Wendy Harris may buy hers from car boot sales but in recent years the candle displays in department stores 
and supermarkets have flourished. Simon Hawkins is from the nearby Debenham store in Southampton. Keeping the 
shelves of the lights at Debenhams fully stocked are a wide range of manufacturers based both in the UK and abroad. Each 
year, they all gather at the NEC in Birmingham to display their wares to the retailers. Mike Buttery is from Bolsius, Europe's 
largest manufacturer. He's in no doubt as to why the humble candle is now such a hit. 
Mike Buttery: I always pray to Carol Smillie every evening. I think it is a lifestyle and I think people have cut into that and 
when you see the lifestyle programmes on… on television, at the end of it, there's candles, and so God bless you, Carol 
Smillie. 

Adam Curtly: So previous generations really missed out, did they? 
Mike Buttery: They did, very much so. They kept household candles under the kitchen sink in cases of power cut and they 
had a red one and a green one for Christmas. They were never lit and they were just brought out year after year. People light 
them now and… and that is fuelling the growth. 

Adam Curtly: How can European and UK manufacturers compete in an ever globalised market with China and the Far East, 
certainly on price? 
Mike Buttery: We make 1.2 billion tealights a year and that is billion, so we can compete on price with the Far East. You 
mass produce to… to bring those costs down. 
 
Soluzioni 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 
C B B C D 
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5.4 Comunicazione scritta 
Di seguito sono presentati alcuni esempi degli esercizi utilizzati per verificare le abilità di 
comunicazione scritta. Il livello di base e il livello superiore dell'esame si differenziano per il tipo di 
esercizio, la complessità dello spunto e la lunghezza dell'elaborato. La durata della prova di 
valutazione della comunicazione scritta è di 90 minuti. Al candidato è richiesta la stesura di due testi.  
 
Nella prova d'esame 3 A ai candidati è fornito uno spunto da elaborare in modo adeguato (p.e. stesura 
di una lettera formale o informale, di un testo breve ecc.).  
 
Nella prova d'esame 3 B, al livello di base è richiesta la stesura di un elaborato in forma di testo 
argomentativo, descrittivo o narrativo; al livello superiore, invece, è richiesta la stesura di un elaborato 
in forma di saggio di argomento letterario. 
 
Istruzioni per la valutazione 
I criteri di valutazione di tutti i tipi di esercizi utilizzati per la verifica delle abilità di comunicazione scritta 
sono indicati nel paragrafo 3.3. 
 
 
5.4.1 Composizione breve appartenente a una tipologia 
testuale strutturata 
(LB e LS) 

► Livello di base 

The BBC has produced a documentary about Slovenia which you have seen. Write a letter of about 
100–120 words to their documentary department, expressing your opinion about the programme. 
Then, suggest a famous person from Slovenia they should make a further documentary about, and 
in a few sentences explain why. 

You do not need to include postal addresses. 

(20 punti) 
 
► Livello superiore 

Esempio 1 

Freedom is the right to live as we wish 

We would like to know how you feel about otherness and the level of tolerance in your community. 
Include your suggestions on what could be done in the future about the two issues. 

Write an article of about 150–180 words for the school paper. 

(20 punti) 
 
Esempio 2 

Choose one essay title: 

1. There is no place for values in the consumer society. 

2. People who love animals are good to other people, too. 

How far do you agree or disagree with the statement?  

Write an essay of about 150–180 words. 

(20 punti) 
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Esempio 3 

You are a member of a local travelling club, which organises trips abroad. The travelling club recently 
organised the trip James Bond Weekend in London, which you took part in. The chairperson of the 
club has asked you to write a report on the trip. In particular, the chairperson wants you to answer the 
following questions: 

− What were the highlights of the trip? 

− Were there any problems? 

− Can you suggest any improvements? 

Read carefully the extract from the brochure below, together with your comments. Then, using the 
information carefully, write your report for the chairperson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James Bond Weekend in London 
His name is Bond, James Bond. Your mission: to live like the world's most 
famous secret agent for the weekend. 
If you like your Martinis shaken not stirred, only buy your suits from the 
best tailors, and wouldn't drive anything but an Aston Martin, here's how to 
spend your perfect weekend in London. 
Accommodation 
The Ritz: The world's greatest hotel. Bond stayed at The Ritz in the film 
version of Diamonds are Forever. You can follow in his footsteps by 
sipping a Martini in the Rivoli Bar. 
Saturday Morning 
Take a Bond-style speedboat tour along the River Thames with Flying 
Dutchman Tours.  
Saturday Afternoon 
Join a James Bond walking tour around London.  
Saturday Evening 
Head to Planet Hollywood for dinner, where you can see Bond 
memorabilia.  
Sunday Morning 
Find out more about James Bond's work at the Imperial War Museum. The 
Secret War exhibit examines the world of espionage and Britain's secret 
government agencies, MI5 and MI6. 
Sunday Afternoon 
Get kitted out Bond-style with a visit to some of Bond's favourite retailers. 

exhausted 

too expensive

marvellous; some 
seasick 

enjoyable, some 
bored 

tasty 

grand: too formal 
(dress code) 

 
Write a report of about 150–180 words, using your own words as far as possible. 

(20 punti) 
 
5.4.2 Elaborato scritto (LB) 

Choose ONE essay. 

1. Fear can save life. 

2. The more we have, the more we want. 

How far do you agree or disagree with the statement?  

Write an essay of about 220–250 words. 
(20 punti) 
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5.4.3 Elaborato scritto di argomento letterario (LS) 

Discuss Christopher's way of solving problems. 

Use about 250–300 words. Make sure you write about Christopher's way of solving problems on the 
basis of the text The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time. Do not write about this novel 
and/or about Mark Haddon in general. 

(25 punti) 
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6 ESAME ORALE 

Il candidato sostiene l'esame orale davanti a una commissione d'esame costituita all'interno della 
scuola; la commissione scolastica ha cura di garantire il corretto svolgimento dell'esame e valuta il 
candidato attribuendo alla sua prestazione un punteggio, del cui calcolo verifica la correttezza. 

Il candidato  dovrà rispondere a tre esercizi contenuti in una scheda appositamente predisposta per 
l'esame orale. Due esercizi (il numero 1 e il numero 3) sono preparati dalla Commissione nazionale di 
maturità generale per la lingua inglese, mentre un esercizio (il numero 2) è preparato dal docente 
della scuola. Le schede d'esame saranno preparate dalla commissione scolastica in modo da evitare 
la ripetizione dei medesimi temi. L'esaminatore può porre al candidato quesiti aggiuntivi, che articolino 
le richieste contenute negli esercizi della scheda. 

I candidati hanno diritto a prepararsi all'esame orale per un tempo massimo di 15 minuti e possono  
chiedere la sostituzione della scheda d'esame per una sola volta. L'esame orale ha la durata massima 
di 20 minuti. 

 

6.1 Esempi di esercizi 
Nel catalogo sono presentati solamente esempi di esercizi singoli. La commissione nazionale di 
maturità generale di lingua inglese stabilisce per ciascun anno la combinazione di esercizi da inserire 
in ciascuna scheda d'esame. Gli esercizi possono essere modificati o sostituiti nel corso del tempo. 

Istruzioni per la valutazione 
I criteri di valutazione di tutti i tipi di esercizio previsti per l'esame orale sono indicati al paragrafo 3.3. 

 
6.1.1 Colloquio sulla base di uno spunto testuale (LB e LS) 

Read this short letter written to The Spectator. You will not be asked to retell it, it will only serve as a 
basis for discussion with the examiner. 

 
© The Spectator, 22 August 1992 

L'esaminatore potrà porre domande simili alle seguenti: 

1. Do you have the same or a similar problem as this person? 
2. What would your answer to this person be? 
3. What is your family’s attitude to watching television? 
4. What is your favourite TV programme? 
5. What changes would you like to see introduced? 
6. Does television affect your life in any way? If yes, how? etc. 
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6.1.2 Colloquio sulla base di uno spunto grafico (LB e LS) 

Look at the photograph. You will be expected to make some comments. It will also serve as a basis for 
discussion with the examiner. 

 
 
L'esaminatore incoraggerà il candidato a conversare spontaneamente ponendo domande simili alle 
seguenti: 

1. How far do you agree that the telephone is a useful invention? 
2. Who do you usually ring up and talk to by phone? 
3. How about letter writing? On what occasions do you choose to write a letter or a card? 
4. What is your reaction to people who make phone calls while driving? 
5. Which modern inventions are you fascinated by and why? etc. 
 
 
6.1.3 Colloquio guidato su un tema trattato in classe  
(LB e LS) 

In questo esercizio ci si attende che il candidato e l'esaminatore conversino tra loro su un tema (cfr. 
paragrafo 4. 2 Ambiti tematici) trattato durante le lezioni. Nel corso del colloquio il candidato dovrebbe 
esprimere il proprio parere, riuscendo al tempo stesso a conoscere anche quello dell'esaminatore. 

 
6.1.4 Interpretazione di un testo o brano letterario e colloquio 
riguardante un determinato tema (LB e LS) 

In questo esercizio ci si attende che il candidato sviluppi con l'esaminatore una conversazione a 
partire da uno dei testi letterari di cui è prevista la trattazione (cfr. paragrafo 4.4 testi letterari oggetto 
delle prove). 

Esempio 1: Look Back In Anger 

Read the extract from Look Back in Anger carefully. You will be asked to say briefly what it is about, 
then you will discuss it with the examiner. 

Jimmy 
I've just read three whole columns on the English Novel. Half of it's in French. Do 
the Sunday papers make you feel ignorant? 
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Cliff 
Not 'arf. 
Jimmy 
Well, you are ignorant. You're just a peasant. (To Alison.) What about you? 
You're not a peasant are you? 
Alison (absently) 
What's that? 
Jimmy 
I said do the papers make you feel you're not so brilliant after all? 
Alison 
Oh-I haven't read them yet. 

 
L'esaminatore potrà porre domande simili alle seguenti: 

1. How does Jimmy speak to Cliff and Alison? How do they respond? 

2. In your opinion, what kind of relationships are there among the three characters? 

3. Which one of the characters do you like best/least? Why? 

 
Esempio 2: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 

Read the extract from The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time carefully. You will be asked to 
say briefly what it is about, then you will discuss it in the context of the novel with the examiner. 
 

This is a murder mystery novel. 

Siobhan said that I should write something I would want to read myself. 
Mostly I read books about science and maths. I do not like proper novels. In 
proper novels people say things like, "I am veined with iron, with silver and 
with streaks of common mud. I cannot contract into the firm fist which those 
clench who do not depend on stimulus." What does this mean? I do not know. 
Nor does Father. Nor does Siobhan or Mr. Jeavons. I have asked them. 

Siobhan has long blond hair and wears glasses which are made of green 
plastic. And Mr. Jeavons smells of soap and wears brown shoes that have 
approximately 60 tiny circular holes in each of them. 

But I do like murder mystery novels. So I am writing a murder mystery novel. 

In a murder mystery novel someone has to work out who the murderer is and 
then catch them. It is a puzzle. If it is a good puzzle you can sometimes work 
out the answer before the end of the book. 

 

A livello di base (LB) l'esaminatore potrà porre domande simili alle seguenti: 

1. What kind of books does Christopher like reading? Why? 
2. Who is Siobhan? 
3. How does Christopher observe the world around him? 
4. What is the role of teachers in your life? 
 

A livello superiore (LS) l'esaminatore potrà porre domande simili alle seguenti: 

1. Who encourages Christopher to start writing a novel? Why? 
2. Why does Christopher choose to write about the murder of the dog?  
3. Which famous literary character(s) does Christopher compare himself to and why? 
4. Who are the victims in the novel? Why? Do any of the characters have more than one role? 
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7 CANDIDATI CON NECESSITÀ PARTICOLARI 

La Legge sull'esame di maturità e gli atti inerenti a tale legge dichiarano che tutti i candidati 
sostengono l'esame di maturità alle stesse condizioni. Per i candidati diversamente abili e con 
necessità particolari, inseriti nei programmi d'istruzione in base ad apposita delibera di orientamento, e 
per altri candidati in casi giustificati (infortunio, malattia), le modalità di svolgimento dell'esame 
vengono adattate a seconda delle specifiche esigenze. Allo stesso modo vengono adattate le modalità 
di valutazione delle competenze.3 

Sono possibili i seguenti adattamenti: 

 1. lo svolgimento dell'esame in due parti, in due sessioni di seguito; 

 2. il prolungamento dei tempi delle prove d'esame (come pure quello degli 
intervalli che possono essere più frequenti e più brevi); 

 3. la presentazione della prova in una forma particolare (come per esempio 
in scrittura braille, oppure con caratteri ingranditi, o su dischetto…); 

 4. l'allestimento di un apposito locale per lo svolgimento dell'esame; 

 5. l'adattamento del piano di lavoro (per esempio migliorandone la luminosità, 
consentendone l'elevazione…); 

 6. l'uso di mezzi particolari (la macchina per la scrittura braille, particolari 
strumenti di scrittura, fogli - lucidi per particolari grafie); 

 7. lo svolgimento dell'esame con l'aiuto di un assistente (per esempio per la 
lettura o per la scrittura, per l'interpretazione del linguaggio dei segni, per 
i non vedenti); 

 8. l'uso del computer per la lettura e/o per scrivere; 

 9. la modifica dell'esame orale e della prova di ascolto (per esempio con 
l'esonero, con la lettura labiale, con la traduzione nel linguaggio 
gestuale); 

 10. l'adattamento delle modalità di valutazione (per esempio gli errori che 
sono conseguenza dell'handicap del candidato non si valutano; nella 
valutazione i valutatori esterni collaborano con gli esperti chiamati a 
comunicare con i candidati con necessità particolari). 

 

                                                      
 
3 Le indicazioni sono valide per tutte le materie dell'esame di maturità generale e vanno prese in considerazione con i dovuti 
adattamenti per le singole materie d'esame. 
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