
Modal Verbs



Obligation
 Authority/ strick t obligation

 Must 
 Have to

 Advice
 Should 
 Ought to 



Prohibition
 Can’t
 Not to be allowed to (I am not allowed to/ you are 

not allowed to/ he is not …)

 Shouldn’t 



Use
 Modal verb + infinitiv (with out to)

I must do my homework.
My teacher says we have to do our 

homework.



Negative forms
 I mustn’t smoke in public places.
 I can’t chew gum during the classes.
 I am not allowed to walk on the grass in 

front of our block.
 I shouldn’t watch too much television. I 

have work to do.



Questions
 Can I smoke in public places?
 Am I allowed to smoke in here?
 Are you allowed to walk on the grass in 

front of your house?
 Should I watch so much television?
 Shouldn’t you go home?



Past Tense Forms
 We had to learn to knit.
 We weren’t allowed to use paper and 

pencil.

 Did you have to learn to knit?
 Were you allowed to use paper and pencil?



Past Tense Forms
 You should have done your homework.
 He must have fallen out of love, if he...
 He can’t have seen the same show if he is 

so critical.
 You shouldn’t have done that!



Past Tense Forms
 MV + have + past participle
 Use: 

 Criticism
 Past certainty
 regrets
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